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Planning, Design Division 
 
STAFF CONTACT: John Robertson, Senior Engineer 
 (559) 600-4527 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
 Recommend adoption of the Negative Declaration (Initial Study Application No. 6689) 

prepared for revising the adopted Fresno County Regional Bicycle and Recreational 
Trails Master Plan (Plan) to the Board of Supervisors; and 
 

 Recommend adoption of the draft Fresno County Regional Bicycle and Recreational 
Trails Master Plan to the Board of Supervisors (Revised Plan); and 
 

 Direct the Secretary to prepare a Resolution documenting the Commission’s action to be 
forwarded as a recommendation to the Board of Supervisors. 

 
 
IMPACTS ON JOB CREATION: 
 
The Commission’s action will not have any substantial impact on job creation.  It is assumed 
that implementation of the Revised Plan and future construction of bikeways and 
recreational trails will provide for jobs and procurement of construction material in the local 
area. 

 
REVISED EXHIBITS: 
 
The following Exhibits have been revised or added as indicated to include the Lost Lake 
Pedestrian Nature Trail and the Fancher Creek Bridle Trail: 
 
Revised Figure 6, Class I Bike Path (Exhibit 1) 
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Revised Figure 9, Conceptual Recreational Equestrian and Hiking Trails (Exhibit 2) 
 
Added Figure 9A, Lost Lake Trail Conceptual Layout (Exhibit 3) 
 
Added Figure 9B, Fancher Creek Bridle Trail Conceptual Layout (Exhibit 4) 
 
Added Figure 10, Recreational Trails, Hiking/Pedestrian/Equestrian/Off-Road Cyclists  
(Exhibit 5) 
 
Revised Table V, Completed Projects 2005-2012 Class II – Bicycle Lanes (Exhibit 6) 
 
Revised Table VII, Other Recreational Trail Candidate Projects (Exhibit 7) 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS: 
 
Initial Study (IS) Application No. 6689 was prepared for the project in conformance with the 
provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).  Based on the IS, staff has 
determined that a Negative Declaration is appropriate to present to the County of Fresno Board 
of Supervisors for approval.   
 
A summary of the Initial Study is included as Exhibit 8. 
 
Notice of Intent of Negative Declaration publication date:  June 14, 2013. 
 
PROCEDURAL CONSIDERATIONS: 
 
Adoption of the Revised Plan is an act that requires action by the Board of Supervisors.  A 
decision by the Planning Commission in support or denial of adoption of the Revised Plan is an 
advisory action and requires a majority vote of its total membership.  The Planning 
Commission’s recommendation of approval or denial is forwarded to the Board of Supervisors 
for final action. 
 
PUBLIC NOTICE: 
 
On June 14, 2013, a Notice of Intent (NOI) to adopt a Negative Declaration for the IS prepared 
for the Revised Plan was published in the Fresno Business Journal.  The NOI announced a 
public comment period from June 14, 2013 to July 15, 2013, a Planning Commission hearing 
date of August 22, 2013 and a Board of Supervisors hearing date of September 24, 2013.  The 
Notice of Completion IS Environmental Checklist and Evaluation of Environmental Impacts were 
also sent to the State Clearinghouse for a 30-day comment period on June 14, 2013. 
 
Copies of the NOI, IS Environmental Checklist, and Evaluation of Environmental Impacts were 
also sent electronically to government agencies and interested stakeholders on June 12, 2013.   
 
Electronic copies of the Revised Plan and related environmental documents were posted on the 
County of Fresno website.  Copies of the IS Environmental Checklist, Evaluation of 
Environmental Impacts, and the Draft Revised Plan were available for review at the Fresno 
County Department of Public Works and Planning, Development Services Division. 
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I. PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 
 
The project consists of revising the adopted Fresno County Regional Bicycle and Recreational 
Trails Master Plan to include the Lost Lake Pedestrian Nature Trail, and the Fancher Creek 
Bridle Trail, an existing recreation/equestrian trail.  These two trails will be included in the next 
scheduled update of the Transportation and Circulation and Open Space and Conservation 
Elements of the October 2000 Fresno County General Plan.  The conceptual Lost Lake 
Pedestrian Nature Trail is planned to be a minimum of four feet (4’) in width and a maximum of 
ten feet (10’) in width and is located within Lost Lake Park, generally along the San Joaquin 
River (see Exhibit 3).  Portions of the Lost Lake Pedestrian Nature Trail will be Americans with 
Disability Act (ADA) accessible.  The Fancher Creek Bridle Trail is an existing trail that runs 
along the east side of Fancher Creek from Kings Canyon Road to California Avenue (see 
Exhibit 4).  The rehabilitated Fancher Creek Bridle Trail will be a non-paved recreational trail.   
 
The Revised Plan provides the framework for future development of the County’s bicycle, 
pedestrian and recreational trails network and will make the County eligible for local, state, and 
federal funding for bicycle and/or recreational trail projects.  The Revised Plan is intended to 
guide and influence bikeway, pedestrian and recreational trail policies, as well as programs and 
development standards within the County of Fresno to provide a safer, more comfortable, 
convenient, and enjoyable environment for all bicyclists, trail users and pedestrians.  
 
Further implementation of specific projects and programs contained in the Revised Plan may 
require project specific environmental documentation under CEQA at the time the project is 
considered.  The project is County-wide. 
 
II. REVISED PLAN DEVELOPMENT: 
 
Regional Bike and Trail Committee Meetings: 
 
The Regional Bike and Trail Committee met on January 15, 2013 to discuss proposed changes 
to the adopted Fresno County Regional Bicycle and Recreational Trails Master Plan.  The 
Committee agreed to proceed with revising the adopted Fresno County Regional Bicycle and 
Recreational Trails Master Plan to include the Lost Lake Pedestrian Nature Trail, and the 
Fancher Creek Bridle Trail, an existing recreation/equestrian trail.  A meeting was also held with 
the Sunnyside Property Owners Association (SPOA) to discuss design standards for the 
rehabilitation of the existing Fancher Creek Bridle Trail.  
 
III. PROPOSED REGIONAL BICYCLE AND RECREATIONAL TRAILS MASTER PLAN: 
 
The Revised Plan implements General Plan policy promoting development and adoption of 
Regional Bicycle and Recreational Trails Master Plans (see Exhibit 9.) 
 
Financing: 
 
In 2006, the voters of Fresno County extended the Measure “C” Sales Tax Transportation Fund 
for an additional 20 years.  The 2006 Measure “C” Sales Tax Transportation Fund is designed 
to improve each individual city’s and the County’s local transportation systems.  Measure “C” 
provides local transportation systems funding through a Local Allocation Subprogram and its 
five allocation funds including:  the Street Maintenance/Rehabilitation Category, the (ADA) 
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Compliance Category, a Flexible Funding Category, a Pedestrian/Trails Subprogram, and a 
Bicycle Facilities Subprogram. 
 
Approximately $72,000.00 of the annual Measure “C” Sales Tax Transportation Funds received 
by Fresno County is earmarked for Urban Pedestrian Trails and $175,000.00 for Rural 
Pedestrian Trails.   
 
Implementation: 
 
The County of Fresno, Department of Public Works and Planning is responsible for 
implementing the Revised Plan.  Various components of implementation include planning for the 
design, right-of-way, and construction of proposed bicycle/recreational trails improvements.   
 
By adopting the Lost Lake Pedestrian and the Fancher Creek Bridle Trails into the Revised 
Plan, they will become eligible for funding through the Measure “C” program for pedestrian 
(urban and rural) trail facilities and for any other funding that may become available.  
 
The Department of Public Works and Planning will periodically review the Revised Plan, and 
update the Revised Plan on an as-needed basis. 
 
IV. ANALYSIS: 
 
General Plan Consistency: 
 
The Revised Plan has been developed to implement the Transportation and Circulation and 
Open Space and Conservation Elements of the October 2000 Fresno County General Plan 
(See Exhibit 9), which includes Goals and Policies to accommodate all modes of transportation 
through a balanced system of streets, highways, bikeways, pedestrian and recreational trail 
systems, public transportation and airports. 
 
General Plan Goals and Policies Related to Bikeways/Recreation Trails: 
 
The Transportation and Circulation and Open Space and Conservation Elements of the General 
Plan are intended to guide development of the County’s transportation system including 
bikeway and recreation trails in a manner that is consistent with the Agriculture and Land Use 
Element and other Elements of the General Plan (See Exhibit 9).   
 
Zoning Ordinance Consistency: 
 
The Revised Plan is consistent with the Fresno County Zoning Ordinance.  There are no zoning 
changes to the Fresno County Zoning Ordinance since no zone change of any parcel is 
proposed by this Plan. 
 
V. PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDED ACTION:  
 
Recommended Motion (Approval Action) 
 
 Move to recommend adoption of the Negative Declaration (Initial Study Application No. 

6689) prepared for the revised Fresno County Regional Bicycle and Recreational Trails 
Master Plan to the Board of Supervisors; and  
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 Move to recommend adoption of the revised Fresno County Regional Bicycle and 
Recreational Trails Master Plan to the Board of Supervisors; and 

 
 Direct the Secretary to prepare a Resolution documenting the Commission’s action. 

 
Alternative Motion (Denial Action) 
 
 Move to determine that a Negative Declaration is not appropriate for the revised Fresno 

County Regional Bicycle and Recreational Trails Master Plan and that potentially significant 
environmental impacts resulting from the implementation of the Plan have not been 
addressed; and 

 
 Move to deny adoption of the revised Fresno County Regional Bicycle and Recreational 

Trails Master Plan; and 
 
 Direct the Secretary to prepare a Resolution documenting the Commission’s denial. 
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