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I am honored to submit the 2008 Fresno County Agricultural Crop and Livestock Report.  This annual statistical 
compilation presents data pertaining to the acreage, yield, and gross value of Fresno County agricultural 
products.  This is the first version of the annual report that will be available only in electronic format on our 
Department website or by CD upon request. 
 
2008 was another record setting year in agricultural production in Fresno County exceeding the five billion 
dollar-mark for the second time!  The total gross production value of Fresno County agricultural commodities in 
2008 was $5,662,895,000.  This represents a 5.9 percent increase from the 2007 production value.  Increases 
were seen in field crops (5.84% = $27,853,014), seed crops (44.21% = $11,056,999), fruit and nut crops 
(14.22% = $300,358,028), livestock and poultry (7.11% = $59,984,029) and industrial crops (23.07% = 
$785,000).  Decreases in vegetable crops (2.65% = $34,274,003), nursery products (13.45% = $5,321,001), 
livestock and poultry products (8.04% = $41,471,975) and apiary and pollination services (9.33% = $3,473,001) 
are also reflected in this report.  Of utmost importance, it must be emphasized that the values in this report 
reflect gross values only and do not in any manner reflect net income or loss to the producers.  
 
As foretold by retired Agricultural Commissioner/Sealer, Jerry Prieto, Jr., the outlook for 2009 is dire.  The ability 
of the agriculturalists in Fresno County to produce and sustain domestic food and fiber production has already 
been impacted by the downturn in the economy and the drought.  The continuing depression that our 
agricultural industry is facing due to increased fuel and transportation costs, labor laws, air and water quality 
regulations, the Federal Endangered Species Act and Mother Nature’s miserly water allocation to California is 
crippling.  Many have not and will not survive in 2009.   
 
I would like to convey my deepest appreciation to the entire Department of Agriculture staff for their efforts in 
bringing this report to fruition, especially Thomas Nyberg, Deputy Agricultural Commissioner/Sealer; Supervising 
Agricultural/Standards Specialist, Scotti Walker; Agricultural/Standards Specialists, Hardip Dhillon, Elizabeth 
Gaspar, Koua Moua and Office Assistant, Tracy Alanis.  This report exists because of the dedication and 
months of work done by this exceptional staff. 
 
Without the cooperation and help from the growers and ranchers of Fresno County, related agricultural agencies 
and industry associations, this report could not be produced.  I would like to extend my sincere thanks for their 
participation and sharing of data that resulted in this report. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
   Carol N. Hafner 

Agricultural Commissioner/Sealer 
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FRESNO COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Vision, Mission and Values

VISION

To be recognized as a department that is respected for its service to the agricultural community and the
general public and strives to be the best county department of agriculture in the state of California.

MISSION

We are committed to:
Promoting Fresno County agriculture
Fostering public confidence by assuring a fair and equitable marketplace
Protecting environmental quality through the sound application of pesticide and
worker safety regulations
Preserving agricultural land use for future generations
Minimizing the pest risk pathways of exotic and harmful pests

VALUES

In fulfilling our mission, we commit to:
Individual and collective responsibility, integrity and accountability for our actions
Using common sense
Treating people with respect, consistency and fairness
Promoting collaboration and teamwork by encouraging and supporting innovation
Fostering successful partnerships that are consistent with our mission
Taking pride in our work
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"Worm or beetle --
drought or tempest --

on a farmer's land may fall,
Each is loaded full o'ruin,

but a mortgage beats 'em all."

                           Will Carleton
   1845-1912

        American poet
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FRESNO COUNTY’S 10 LEADING CROPS

2008 2008 2007 1998 1988
Crop Rank  Dollar Value Rank Rank Rank

GRAPES 1 $ 723,211,000 1 1 1

ALMONDS 2 591,636,000 2 7 13

POULTRY 3 556,051,000 4 2 +

MILK 4 457,657,000 3 5 5

TOMATOES 5 451,512,000 5 4 3

CATTLE AND CALVES 6 323,340,000 6 8 4

PEACHES 7 190,229,000 8 6 10

ORANGES 8 177,626,000 9 9 9

GARLIC 9 169,557,000 10 12 17

NECTARINES 10 152,280,000 11 13 7

TOP TEN TOTAL $ 3,793,099,000

+ Not previously combined for ranking purposes
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