County of Fresno

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS AND PLANNING
STEVEN E. WHITE, DIRECTOR

March 2, 2020

Lao Dhamma Sacca Temple, Inc.
2710 S. Fruit Avenue
Fresno, CA 93722

Dear Applicant:

Subject: Resolution No. 12815 — Director Review and Approval Application No. 4592 and
Variance Application No. 4077

On February 13, 2020, the Fresno County Planning Commission approved your project with
Conditions. A copy of the Planning Commission Resolution is enclosed.

The Planning Commission’s decision is final.

The approval of this project will expire one year from the date of approval unless a
determination is made that substantial development has occurred. When circumstances
beyond the control of the Applicant do not permit compliance with this time limit, the
Commission may grant an extension not to exceed one additional year. Application for such
extension must be filed with the Department of Public Works and Planning before the expiration
of the Director Review and Approval.

If you have any questions regarding the information in this letter please contact me at
TKobayashi@FresnoCountyCA.gov or 559-600-4224.

Sincerely,

Thomas Kobayashi, Planner
Development Services and Capital Projects Division
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Enclosure

cc: Scott Vincent

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES AND CAPITAL PROJECTS DIVISION
2220 Tulare Street, Sixth Floor / Fresno, California 93721 / Phone (559) 600-4497 / 600-4022 / 600-4540 / FAX 600-4200
The County of Fresno is an Equal Employment Opportunity Employer



Inter Office Memo

DATE: February 13, 2020
TO: Board of Supervisors
FROM: Planning Commission

SUBJECT: RESOLUTION NO. 12815 - DIRECTOR REVIEW AND APPROVAL
APPLICATION NO. 4592 and VARIANCE APPLICATION NO. 4077

APPLICANT/
OWNER: Lao Dhamma Sacca Temple Inc.

REQUEST: Amend Director Review and Approval Application No. 3280
to allow relocation and expansion of a Stupa and Social
Hall, and waive the 35-foot maximum building height limit
to allow construction of the Social Hall to a maximum
height of 58 feet and the Stupa to a maximum height of 66
feet on a 9.62-acre parcel in the AL-20 (Limited
Agricultural, 20-acre minimum parcel size) Zone District.

LOCATION: The project site is located on the west side of South Fruit
Avenue, approximately 650 feet north of its nearest
intersection with West Annadale Avenue and is
approximately 1,340 feet south of the nearest city limits of
the City of Fresno (2710 S. Fruit Avenue, Fresno, CA)
(Sup. Dist. 1) (APN 328-050-17).

PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION:

At its hearing of February 13, 2020, the Commission considered the Staff Report and testimony
(summarized in Exhibit A).

A motion was made by Commissioner Woolf and seconded by Commissioner Carver to adopt
the recommended Findings for approval of a Director Review and Approval and determine the
required Findings for approval of a Variance could be made, stating that Finding 1 could be
made based on the nature of the use and the religious significance of the spires, which is an
exceptional circumstance; and Finding 2 could be made because the Variance is necessary for
the preservation and enjoyment of a substantial property right, which is the expression of
religious beliefs associated with the use of this site. Based on the ability to make all four of the
required findings, a motion was made to approve Director Review and Approval No. 4592 and
Variance No. 4077, subject to the Conditions listed in Exhibit B.



RESOLUTION # 12815
This motion passed on the following vote:

VOTING: Yes: Commissioners Woolf, Carver, Abrahamian, Burgess, Chatha,
Ede, Eubanks, Hill, and Lawson.
No: None
Absent: None
Abstain: None

STEVEN E. WHITE, DIRECTOR
Department of Public Works and Planning
Secretary-Fresno County Planning Commission

Eal F oo

By: (,f 7 4
William M. Kettler, Manager
Development Services and Capital Projects Division
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NOTE: The approval of this project will expire two years from the date of approval. When
circumstances beyond the control of the Applicant do not permit compliance with this
time limit, the Commission may grant an extension not to exceed one additional year.
Application for such extension must be filed with the Department of Public Works and
Planning before the expiration of the Director Review and Approval and Variance.

Attachments



Staff:

Applicant:

Others:

RESOLUTION # 12815

EXHIBIT A

Director Review and Approval Application No. 4592

Variance Application No. 4077

The Fresno County Planning Commission considered the Staff Report
dated February 13, 2020, and heard a summary presentation by staff.

The Applicant’s representative did not concur with the Staff Report and
staff's recommendations. He described the project and offered the
following information to clarify the intended use:

The Social Hall expansion includes roofed walkways surrounding the
Social Hall on all sides; and the Stupa is slightly enlarged to
accurately represent an authentic design.

The Stupa was historically considered a burial mound where the
ashes of Buddha were laid; the center of the Stupa can hold relics of
the Buddhist religion; and the design of the proposed Stupa is similar
to the one located at the Pha That Luang.

The entire project site is considered a temple; and the property is
master planned with religious beliefs and values engrained into the
design.

The spires on both the Social Hall and the Stupa are symbolic to
religious beliefs; reduced height would not have the same religious
symbology; adjustments have been made to the main structures to
blend both the religious architecture and underlying development
standards; removing the spires from this religious site is likened to
removing spires from other prominent religious sites throughout
Fresno.

Four individuals presented information in support of the application and
provided additional information regarding the proposal.

Culturally, the Buddhist temple consists of a Social Hall and Stupa;
the Stupa is used as a place for meditation and associated with
aspects of enlightenment; the spire is high to symbolize heavenly
aspiration; and the Social Hall is a place of gathering for our
community to pray and hold cuitural ceremonies.

We have reached out to our neighbors and received positive
comments; the project will have great community benefit.

There is deep religious symbology of the structure of the Stupa; the
shape of the Stupa symbolizes a crowned Buddha sitting on a
throne; removing the spires would have a negative effect on the
cultural significance of the structures.



RESOLUTION # 12815

e There is another Lao temple that has a spire approximately 65 feet
high in the City of Fresno.

No individual spoke in opposition to the application.

Correspondence: One letter was presented to the Planning Commission in support of the
application. No letters were presented in opposition.
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EXHIBIT B
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