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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS AND PLANNING 
STEVEN E. WHITE, DIRECTOR 

Planning Commission Staff Report 
Agenda Item No. 2 
June 6, 2019 
SUBJECT: Initial Study Application No. 7584 and Unclassified Conditional Use 

Permit Application No. 3638  

Allow a 2,218 kW ground-mount photovoltaic solar system to be 
developed in two phases on an approximately 11.8-acre portion of a 55-
acre parcel to support agricultural operations by energizing existing 
electrical facilities on an adjacent 116.6-acre parcel in the AE-20 
(Exclusive Agricultural, 20-acre minimum parcel size) Zone District.  The 
project will install approximately 1.5 miles of overhead electrical lines to 
connect the system to the facilities.       

LOCATION: The subject parcels are located on the south side of Fresno-
Coalinga Road (State Route 145) between S. Sonoma and S. Napa 
Avenues approximately 10 miles northwest of the City of Huron 
(SUP. DIST. 4) (APNs 060-140-81S, 065-020-37S). 

OWNER: Pappas Ranch, LLC; Friendship LLC; and California Trade LLC 
APPLICANT:  CalCom Energy 

STAFF CONTACT:    Ejaz Ahmad, Planner 
  (559) 600-4204 

  Marianne Mollring, Senior Planner 
  (559) 600-4569 

RECOMMENDATION: 

• Adopt the Negative Declaration prepared for Initial Study (IS) Application No. 7584; and

• Approve Unclassified Conditional Use Permit (CUP) No. 3638 with recommended Findings
and Conditions; and

• Direct the Secretary to prepare a Resolution documenting the Commission’s action.
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EXHIBITS: 

1. Conditions of Approval and Project Notes

2. Location Map

3. Existing Zoning Map

4. Existing Land Use Map

5. Site Plans/Elevations

6. Applicant’s Submitted Operational Statement

7 Summary of Initial Study Application No. 7584

8. Draft Negative Declaration

SITE DEVELOPMENT AND OPERATIONAL INFORMATION: 

Criteria Existing Proposed 
General Plan 
Designation 

Agriculture No change 

Zoning AE-20 (Exclusive Agricultural, 
20-acre minimum parcel size) 

No change 

Parcel Size 55 acres and 116.6 acres No change 

Project Site Orchard, water well with water 
system, basin  

Install a 2,218 kW ground-mount 
photovoltaic solar system on a 11.8-
acre portion of a 55-acre parcel to 
support agricultural operations by 
energizing existing electrical 
facilities on a 116.6-acre parcel.  
The project will install approximately 
1.5 miles of overhead electric lines 
to connect the system to the 
facilities. 

Structural 
Improvements 

None • Single-axis photovoltaic ground-
mount tracking structures

• 3456 modules to produce 1,210
kW (Phase I)

• 2880 modules to produce 1,008
kW (Phase II)

• Inverters, transformers, electrical
vaults, utility poles

• Six-foot-tall chain-link fence
around the array site
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Criteria Existing Proposed 
Nearest Residence None No change 

Surrounding 
Development 

Orchard; ground crops No change 

Operational Features N/A See above “Project Site”.   

One service truck per month will 
visit the site to maintain the facility 

Employees N/A None  

Customers N/A N/A 

Traffic Trips N/A Traffic trips generated by the project 
during mobilization, underground 
work, system installation, and site 
cleanup and restoration work 
include: 

• 32 daily one-way trips (16 round
trips) by workers

• 16 daily one-way trips (8 round
trips) by vendor trucks

• 50 one-way trips (25 round trips)
by haul trucks during the entire
three months construction period

• Two one-way trips (one round
trip) per month by a
maintenance crew

Lighting N/A None 

Hours of Operation N/A 24 hours per day, 365 days a year 

EXISTING VIOLATION (Y/N) AND NATURE OF VIOLATION:  N 

ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS: 

An Initial Study (IS) was prepared for the project by County staff in conformance with the 
provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).  Based on the IS, staff has 
determined that a Negative Declaration is appropriate.  A summary of the Initial Study is below 
and included as Exhibit 7. 

Notice of Intent to Adopt a Negative Declaration publication date: May 6, 2019 
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PUBLIC NOTICE: 

Notices were sent to 11 property owners within 1320 feet of the subject parcel, exceeding the 
minimum notification requirements prescribed by the California Government Code and County 
Zoning Ordinance. 

PROCEDURAL CONSIDERATIONS: 

An Unclassified Conditional Use Permit (CUP) may be approved only if four Findings specified 
in the Fresno County Zoning Ordinance, Section 873-F are made by the Planning Commission. 

The decision of the Planning Commission on an unclassified CUP application is final, unless 
appealed to the Board of Supervisors within 15 days of the Commission’s action. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 

The proposed 2,218 kW ground-mount photovoltaic solar power generation facility will occupy 
an approximately 11.8-acre portion (array site) of a 55-acre parcel (APN 060-140-81S) with 
orchard.  The proposed improvements include solar array with related apparatus, access road 
and a gated chain-link fencing around the array. All electricity to be produced will be used to 
support farming operations (orchard, ground crops) on the 55-acre parcel and the adjacent 
116.6-acre parcel (APN 065-020-37S).  This project will not sell excess energy produced at this 
site.   

The project will be constructed in two phases.  Phase I, composed of 3456 modules, will 
produce 1,210 kW_DC while Phase II, composed of 2880 modules, will produce 1,008 kW_DC.  
Phase I will be entirely contained on a 55-acre parcel.  For Phase II, approximately 1.5 miles of 
overhead electric lines will be installed on a 116.6-acre parcel. Originating from an 11.8-acre 
array site, the electric lines will run southward on the east side of the 116.6-acre parcel and then 
westward on the south side of the parcel to connect to electrical facilities for an Ag well pump in 
the southwest corner of the parcel.  This application proposes no other improvements, and 
areas of the subject parcels not affected by this proposal will remain in farming operations.  

Finding 1: That the site of the proposed use is adequate in size and shape to accommodate 
said use and all yards, spaces, walls and fences, parking, loading, landscaping, 
and other features required by this Division, to adjust said use with land and uses 
in the neighborhood 

Current Standard: Proposed Operation: Is Standard Met (y/n) 
Setbacks Front:  35 feet 

Side:   20 feet 
Rear:  20  feet 

Front (south property 
line): 108 feet; 
Side (east property 
line): 22 feet; 
Side (west property 
line): 316.8 feet; 
Rear (north property 
line): over 20 feet 

Yes 

Parking One space per 
residence 

No change Yes 

Lot Coverage No requirement No change Yes 
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Current Standard: Proposed Operation: Is Standard Met (y/n) 
Separation 
Between Buildings 

Six feet No change Yes 

Wall Requirements No requirement Six-foot-tall chain-link 
fence topped with 
barbed wire around 
solar site 

N/A 

Septic 
Replacement Area 

100 percent for 
existing system 

No septic proposed Yes 

Water Well 
Separation 

Building sewer/ 
septic tank:  50 feet; 
disposal field:  100 
feet; seepage 
pit/cesspool:  150 
feet 

No well proposed Yes 

Reviewing Agency/Department Comments: 

Zoning Section of the Fresno County Department of Public Works and Planning:  The proposed 
improvements meet the setback requirements of the AE-20 Zone District.   

No other comments specific to the adequacy of the site were expressed by reviewing Agencies 
or Departments. 

Analysis: 

Staff review of the Site Plan demonstrates that the proposed improvements (solar array) located on 
a 55-acre parcel satisfy the minimum building setback requirements of the AE-20 Zone District.  The 
proposed improvements will be set back approximately 108 feet from the south property line (35 feet 
required), 22 feet from the east property line (20 feet required), 316.8 feet from west property line (20 
feet required) and over 20 feet from north property line (20 feet required).  The adjacent 116.6-acre 
parcel is adequate in size to accommodate overhead electrical lines, which will connect the existing 
electrical facilities for an Ag well pump on that parcel.   The project requires no onsite parking or 
landscaping and none are proposed by this application.   

Based on the above information, staff finds that the subject parcels are adequate in size and 
shape to accommodate the proposed use. 

Recommended Conditions of Approval:  

See recommended Conditions of Approval attached as Exhibit 1. 

Conclusion:  

Finding 1 can be made. 
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Finding 2: That the site for the proposed use relates to streets and highways adequate in 
width and pavement type to carry the quantity and kind of traffic generated by the 
proposed use 

Existing Conditions Proposed Operation 
Private Road Yes Undedicated, non-County road No change 

Public Road 
Frontage 

Yes Fresno-Coalinga Road (State 
Route 145) 

No change 

Direct Access 
to Public Road 

No N/A The project site will gain indirect 
access off Fresno-Coalinga 
Road (State Route 145) 

Road Average Daily 
Traffic (ADT) 

Unknown (State Route 145) No change 

Road Classification State Route 145 No change 

Road Width Unknown No change 

Road Surface Asphalt concrete No change 

Traffic Trips N/A Traffic trips generated by the 
project during mobilization, 
underground work, system 
installation, and site cleanup and 
restoration work include: 

• 32 daily one-way trips (16
round trips) by workers

• 16 daily one-way trips (8
round trips) by vendor trucks

• 50 one-way trips (25 round
trips) by haul trucks during
the entire three months
construction period

• Two one-way trips (one
round trip) per month by
maintenance/repair worker

Traffic Impact 
Study (TIS) 
Prepared 

No N/A No TIS required by the California 
Department of Transportation, 
Design Division, or Road 
Maintenance and Operations 
Division of the Fresno County 
Department of Public Works and 
Planning  

Road Improvements 
Required 

State Route 145; good condition No improvements required 
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Reviewing Agency/Department Comments: 

California Department of Transportation (Caltrans):  If the site takes access to Fresno-Coalinga 
Road (State Route 145), a 20-foot by 20-foot asphalt pavement or shakedown shall be provided 
to minimize debris from entering SR 145.  This has been included as a Condition of Approval. 

Road Maintenance and Operations Division of the Fresno County Department of Public Works 
and Planning:  No concerns with the proposal. 

Design Division of the Fresno County Department of Public Works and Planning:  No concerns 
with the proposal. 

No other comments specific to the adequacy of streets and highways were expressed by 
reviewing Agencies or Departments.     

Analysis: 

There are no County-maintained roads adjacent to the project site (subject parcels).  The 
Fresno-Coalinga Road (State Route 145), which is a paved public road maintained by California 
Department of Transportation (Caltrans), runs along the westerly side of the parcels.  Per the 
Caltrans review of the proposal, a Condition of Approval would require that any access to SR 
145 shall require a 20-foot by 20-foot asphalt pavement or shakedown to minimize debris from 
entering the state roadway.    

There will be a small increase to the area’s vehicular traffic during construction of the project. 
However, this increase will be temporary, ending with the completion of the construction. During 
construction, it is anticipated that the project will generate approximately 32 daily one-way trips by 
workers, 16 daily one-way trips by vendor trucks and 50 one-way trips by haul trucks.  These trips 
relate to mobilization, underground work, system installation, and site cleanup and restoration work.  
Following construction, one employee will perform regular security and maintenance operation 
generating two daily round trips.  The project review by Caltrans, including Road Maintenance and 
Operations and Design Divisions of the Fresno County Department of Public Works and Planning, 
has determined that any traffic increase resulting from this proposal during construction would be 
insignificant and not warrant a Traffic Impact Study (TIS).  No Traffic Management Plan was required 
in lieu of the TIS.  

Based on the above information, staff believes that roadways within the vicinity of the project will 
remain adequate to accommodate the proposed use.   

Recommended Conditions of Approval: 

None. 

Conclusion:  

Finding 2 can be made. 
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Finding 3: That the proposed use will have no adverse effect on abutting property and 
surrounding neighborhood or the permitted use thereof 

Surrounding Parcels 
Size: Use: Zoning: Nearest Residence: 

North 85.1 acres 
44.4 acres 

Vacant; California Aquatic AE-20 None 

South 160 acres Orchard AE-20 None 

East 169 acres 
82 acres 
80 acres 

Orchard AE-20 None 

West 53 acres Orchard AE-20 None 

Reviewing Agency/Department Comments: 

Policy Planning Section of the Fresno County Department of Public Works and Planning:  The 
project site restricted by Williamson Act Land Conservation Contract (AP-2200 & AP-4272) will 
require non-renewal of the Contract.  This has been included as a Condition of Approval.   

Fresno County Ag Commissioner’s Office: Applicant shall acknowledge the Fresno County 
Right-to-Farm Ordinance regarding the inconveniencies and discomfort associated with normal 
farm activities surrounding the proposed development.   This requirement has been included as 
a Condition of Approval. 

Site Plan Review Section of the Fresno County Department of Public Works and Planning:   
All parking and circulation areas that are not concrete or asphalt concrete paved shall be treated 
with a dust palliative to prevent the creation of dust.  Internal roads shall be sufficient in width, 
satisfying fire district requirements, for emergency vehicle access. Any proposed gate that 
provides initial access to this site shall be set back from the edge of the road right-of-way a 
minimum of 20 feet or the length of the longest vehicle to enter the site, whichever is greater. All 
proposed signs shall be submitted to the Department of Public Works and Planning permits 
counter to verify compliance with the Zoning Ordinance.   

Development Engineering Section of the Fresno County Department of Public Works and 
Planning:  Any additional runoff generated by the proposed development cannot be drained 
across property lines and must be retained or disposed of per County Standard.  A grading 
permit or voucher shall be required for any grading that has been done without a permit and any 
grading proposed with this application. 

Westlands Water District (WWD):  WWD has underground facilities located on and/or near the 
subject parcels, which shall not be disturbed.  Prior to construction, the Underground Service 
Alert shall be contacted.  

Fresno County Department of Public Health, Environmental Health Division:  Facilities 
proposing to use and/or store hazardous materials and/or hazardous wastes shall meet the 
requirements set forth in the California Health and Safety Code (HSC), Division 20, Chapter 
6.95, and the California Code of Regulations (CCR), Title 22, Division 4.5.  Any business that 
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handles a hazardous material or hazardous waste may be required to submit a Hazardous 
Materials Business Plan pursuant to the HSC, Division 20, Chapter 6.95.  All hazardous waste 
shall be handled in accordance with requirements set forth in the California Code of Regulations 
(CCR), Title 22, Division 4.5.  

Fresno County Fire Protection District:   The project shall comply with the California Code of 
Regulations Title 24 – Fire Code and California Code of Regulations, Title 14 Natural Resources 
1272.00.  County-approved site plans shall be approved by the Fire District prior to issuance of 
building permits by the County, and the project shall annex to Community Facilities District 
(CFD) No. 2010-01 of the Fresno County Fire Protection District. 

Building and Safety Section of the Fresno County Department of Public Works and Planning: 
Plans, permits and inspections shall be required for all onsite improvements. 

The aforementioned requirements have been included as Project Notes. 

San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District; U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service; California Fish 
and Wildlife Service; Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board; Design and Water 
and Natural Resources Divisions of the Fresno County Department of Public Works and 
Planning; Santa Rosa Rancheria Tachi Yokut Tribe; Picayune Rancheria of the Chukchansi 
Indians; Table Mountain Rancheria; and Dumna Wo Wah Tribal Government:  No concerns with 
the proposal.  

Analysis: 

The project site is located on the south side of Fresno-Coalinga Road (State Route 145) 
between S. Sonoma and S. Napa Avenues.  The surrounding land uses include orchard to the 
north, east and west and a cold storage facility/office to the west.  The City of Huron is 
approximately 10 miles southeast of the project site.  There is no residential development within 
the immediate vicinity of the project site.   

The proposed 2,218 kW ground-mount solar power generation facility will occupy an 
approximately 11.8-acre portion (array site) of a 55-acre parcel currently planted in orchard.  
Overhead electric lines will be installed on the adjacent 116.6-acre parcel to connect the facility 
with an Ag well pump on that parcel. The electricity produced will offset electric usage for the 
existing farming operations on the subject parcels.    

The Initial Study prepared for this project identified less than significant impacts related to  
aesthetics, agricultural and forestry resources, geology and soils, hydrology and water 
quality, greenhouse gas emission, hazards and hazardous materials, land use and 
planning, public services, noise, utilities and service systems.  The project will comply with 
the right-to-farm notice regarding the inconveniencies and discomfort associated with 
normal farm activities surrounding the proposed development; require a grading 
permit/voucher and any additional runoff generated by the proposed development not to 
drain across property lines; handle hazardous materials/wastes according to the 
requirements of the California Health and Safety Code (HSC), and California Code of 
Regulations (CCR), Title 22, Division 4.5; comply with the Fire Code and Building Codes 
and annex to the Community Facilities District No. 2010-01 of the Fresno County Fire 
Protection District; and comply with the County noise ordinance.  

The project site is not in an area designated to be highly or moderately sensitive for 
archeological resources.  Pursuant to AB (Assembly Bill) 52, County staff routed the project to 
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the Dumna Wo Wah Tribe, Picayune Rancheria of the Chukchansi Indians, Santa Rosa 
Rancheria Tachi Yokut Tribe, and Table Mountain Rancheria offering them an opportunity to 
consult under Public Resources Code (PRC) Section 21080.3(b) with a 30-day window to 
formally respond to the County letter.  No tribe requested consultation, resulting in no further 
action on the part of the County.  

Based on the above information and with adherence to the recommended Conditions of 
Approval and Project Notes, staff believes the proposal will not have an adverse effect upon 
surrounding properties. 

Recommended Conditions of Approval: 

See recommended Conditions of Approval attached as Exhibit 1. 

Conclusion: 

Finding 3 can be made. 

Finding 4: That the proposed development is consistent with the General Plan 

Relevant Policies: Consistency/Considerations: 
Policy LU-A.3 states that electrical power 
generation facilities may be allowed by 
discretionary permit subject to a number 
of specific criteria.  Criteria LU-A.3.a 
states that the use shall provide a needed 
service to the surrounding area which 
requires location in a non-urban area 
because of unusual site requirements or 
operational characteristics.  Criteria LU-
A.3.b states that the use shall not be sited 
on productive agricultural land if less 
productive land is available in the vicinity.  
Criteria LU-A.3.c states that the use shall 
not have a detrimental impact on water 
resources.  Criteria LU-A.3.d states that a 
probable workforce should be located 
nearby or readily available. 

With regard to Criteria “a”, the proposed solar 
facility will produce limited power (2,218 kW) to 
meet the energy needs of the existing agricultural 
operations on the project site.  With regard to 
Criteria “b”, the facility will be located on prime 
farmlands, as no other undeveloped land exists in 
the vicinity which is not so designated.  With regard 
to Criteria “c”, the project will utilize limited 
groundwater (9,000 gallons) during construction for 
dust suppression and earthwork.  The project 
review by the Water and Natural Resources 
Division identified no water concerns.  With regard 
to Criteria “d”, the nearest communities of Huron 
and Helm have the ability to provide an adequate 
workforce during and after construction of the 
project.  The proposal is consistent with this policy.  

Policy LU-A.12 requires that agricultural 
activities be protected from encroachment 
of incompatible uses. 

The proposed facility is an allowed use on land 
designated for agriculture and is consistent with 
Policy LU-A.3 as discussed above.   

Policy LU-A.13 requires buffers between 
proposed non-agricultural uses and 
adjacent agricultural operations. 

The proposed six-foot-tall chain-link fence around 
the 11.8-acre array site will provide buffer from 
surrounding orchard.  The proposal is consistent 
with this policy. 

General Plan Policy PF-C.17:  County 
shall undertake a water supply evaluation, 
including determinations of water supply 

The project will use limited groundwater (9,000 
gallons) during construction of the facility.   During 
operation, an offsite source will supply water (4,000 
gallons every three months) for panel washing.  
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Relevant Policies: Consistency/Considerations: 
adequacy, impact on other water users in 
the County, and water sustainability. 

The Water and Natural Resources Division of the 
Fresno County Department of Public Works and 
Planning expressed no concerns regarding 
availability of water for the project. 

Policy Planning Section of the Fresno County Department of Public Works and Planning:  The 
property is designated Agriculture in the County General Plan.  Policy LU-A.3 states that non-
agricultural uses such as electrical power generation facilities may be allowed by means of a 
discretionary use permit.  Policy LU-A.12 requires that agricultural activities be protected from 
encroachment of incompatible uses; Policy LU-A.13 requires buffers between proposed non-
agricultural uses and adjacent agricultural operations; and Policy PF-C.17 requires sustainable 
water supply for the project.  

Analysis: 

The project meets the intent of Policy LU-A.3 as discussed above in General Plan Consistency/ 
Consideration.  Concerning consistency with Policy LU-A.12, the project is an allowed use on land 
designated for Agriculture.  Concerning consistency with Policy LU-A.13, the array site will be 
secured by fencing to separate the site from surrounding orchard.  Concerning consistency with 
Policy PF-C.17, the project will be using limited groundwater during construction, and an outside 
water provider will supply water for panel washing. 

The project site is classified as Prime Farmland on the 2014 Fresno County Important Farmland 
Map. The County Agricultural Commissioner’s Office expressed no concerns with the proposal 
except that the Applicant shall sign a Right-to-Farm notice, which has been included as a Condition 
of Approval for the project.   

The project site is restricted by Williamson Act Land Conservation Contract AP-2200 and AP-4272 
and will require non-renewal of the Contract prior to the issuance of permits for grading or 
construction of the proposed facility.   

Based on the above information, staff has determined that the proposal is consistent with the 
Fresno County General Plan.   

Recommended Conditions of Approval: 

None. 

Conclusion: 

Finding 4 can be made. 

CONCLUSION: 

Based on the factors cited in the analysis, staff believes the required Findings for granting the 
Unclassified Conditional Use Permit can be made.  Staff therefore recommends adoption of the 
Negative Declaration prepared for the project and approval of Unclassified Conditional Use 
Permit No. 3638, subject to the recommended Conditions. 
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PLANNING COMMISSION MOTIONS: 

Recommended Motion (Approval Action) 

• Move to adopt the Negative Declaration prepared for Initial Study Application No. 7584; and

• Move to determine the required Findings can be made and move to approve Unclassified
Conditional Use Permit No. 3638, subject to the Conditions of Approval and Project Notes
attached as Exhibit 1; and

• Direct the Secretary to prepare a Resolution documenting the Commission’s action.

Alternative Motion (Denial Action) 

• Move to determine that the required Findings cannot be made (state basis for not making
the Findings) and move to deny Unclassified Conditional Use Permit No. 3638; and

• Direct the Secretary to prepare a Resolution documenting the Commission’s action.

Mitigation Measures, Recommended Conditions of Approval and Project Notes: 

See attached Exhibit 1. 

EA:ksn 
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Conditions of Approval and Project Notes 
Initial Study Application No. 7584 and 

Unclassified Conditional Use Permit Application No. 3638 

Conditions of Approval 

1. Development of the property shall be in accordance with the Site Plans, Elevations and Operational Statement approved by the Planning
Commission.

2. A Site Plan Review (SPR) Application shall be submitted for approval by the Director of the Department of Public Works and Planning in
accordance with Section 874 of the Fresno County Zoning Ordinance prior to the issuance of Building Permits.  The SPR shall be applicable to
those portions of the project site to be improved with substations, inverters, perimeter access roads, parking, and driveway access, excluding the
solar panel fields.  Items to be addressed under the SPR may include, but are not limited to, design of parking and circulation, driveway, access,
grading and drainage, fire protection and lighting.

3. As part of the SPR submittal process, an agreement incorporating the provisions of the “Right-to-Farm” Notice (Ordinance Code Section
17.40.100) shall be entered into with Fresno County, acknowledging the presence of surrounding agricultural operations and their related
activities.

4. If the site takes access to Fresno-Coalinga Road (State Route 145), a 20-foot by 20-foot asphalt pavement or shakedown shall be provided to
minimize debris from entering the SR 145.

5. The Notice of Non-Renewal on the 11.8-acre portion of the 55-acre subject parcel shall be recorded prior to issuance of any permits for grading or
construction of the proposed ground-mount solar system.

6. The Applicant shall prepare an Over and Across Agreement to permit access, equipment, conduit, etc. crossing from one parcel to another from
APN 060-140-81S to 065-020-37S. The Agreement shall be reviewed and approved by the Development Services and Capital Projects Division
prior to the issuance of building permits.

  Conditions of Approval reference recommended Conditions for the project. 

Notes 
The following Notes reference mandatory requirements of Fresno County or other Agencies and are provided as information to the project Applicant. 

1. This Use Permit will become void unless there has been substantial development within two years of the effective date of approval.

2. Plans, permits, and inspections will be required for all onsite improvements, including solar array installation and fences over six feet in
height.  Contact the Building and Safety Section of the Department of Public Works and Planning at (559) 600-4540 for more information.

3. To address health impacts resulting from the project, the Fresno County Department of Public Health, Environmental Health Division requires the
following:

• Facilities proposing to use and/or store hazardous materials and/or hazardous wastes shall meet the requirements set forth in the California
Health and Safety Code (HSC), Division 20, Chapter 6.95, and the California Code of Regulations (CCR), Title 22, Division 4.5.

EXHIBIT 1



Notes 

• Any business that handles a hazardous material or hazardous waste may be required to submit a Hazardous Materials Business Plan
pursuant to the HSC, Division 20, Chapter 6.95.

• All hazardous waste shall be handled in accordance with requirements set forth in the California Code of Regulations (CCR), Title 22,
Division 4.5.

4. To address site development impacts resulting from the project, the Development Engineering Section of the Development Services and Capital
Projects Division requires the following:

• A grading permit or voucher shall be required for any grading that has been done without a permit and any grading proposed with this
application.

• Any additional runoff generated by the proposed development of this site cannot be drained across property lines and must be retained or
disposed of per County Standard.

5. To address site development impacts resulting from the project, the Site Plan Review Section of the Fresno County Department of Public Works
and Planning requires the following:

• All parking and circulation areas that are not concrete or asphalt concrete paved shall be treated with a dust palliative to prevent the
creation of dust.

• Internal roads shall be sufficient in width, satisfying fire district requirements, for emergency vehicle access.
• Any proposed gate that provides initial access to this site shall be set back from the edge of the road right-of-way a minimum of 20

feet or the length of the longest vehicle to enter the site, whichever is greater.
• All proposed signs shall be submitted to the Department of Public Works and Planning permits counter to verify compliance with the

Zoning Ordinance.

Note:  These requirements will be addressed through Site Plan Review. 

6. The project shall comply with the California Code of Regulations Title 24 – Fire Code and California Code of Regulations, Title 14 Natural
Resources 1272.00.  County-approved site plans shall be approved by the Fire District prior to issuance of building permits by the County, and
the project shall annex to Community Facilities District (CFD) No. 2010-01 of the Fresno County Fire Protection District.

7. Westlands Water District (WWD) has underground facilities located on and/or near the subject parcels, which shall not be disturbed.  Prior to
construction, the Underground Service Alert shall be contacted.

 EA:ksn 
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PAPPAS RANCH PHASE 2 PHOTOVOLTAIC ARRAY 

SYSTEM DESCRIPTION 
mmlSIZE(OCSTC) 1°"""-DC 

FRESNO COUNTY APN 060-140-81S & 065-202-37S 
720 kW-AC STC RA TED SOLAR ELECTRIC SYSTEM 

PROJECT INFORMATION ,_...,, 
""' 060-140-815 A: 065-020-J7S 

8112.90M-AC ZONING , .. f\.OOOZ!ll<E LOW RISK - ZONE X _,"""' J6.JU481, -120.237624 .... -- ......... 
l.EOO.""""""" PORTIONSECJJ.l19SR16E,S.OJUN. 

DESIGN NOTES 

t. 2016 CM.FlRfA 8WllC, t.mW«:M.., PIJMllNG. ElEt11ll:lt., Gft£EH llJl..tf.c 
SfN«JMOS. Ne £JOG'r' COOES REf'E1IO«:fD FOR DESKlM, WHERE N'f'lJCMl£. 

2. SEESlRUCRllW.~TIONSFORJU.Sll!UCTIJW..IEQtCRltfliil.. 

GEO TECH GENERAL NOTES (FRESNO COUNTY) 
1. lHS Pl SYSlDI WlU. Of'F'S£T eoG'f USED AT n£ STE FOR AIJllCll.MW. fAautlES. t«> 

mtKltW. POWBt WlL llC Gt'NfJVJ'ED. 

2. A OEriDL TlllE1' IS f£QURED OH-stlE DllRl Al.l STACES ()f CIMJRUCOON. 

J. OW«ES FROM M N'flftCMlJ PUHS W9IC ff OOURSE Of OONSlROCOON SWU CAU5E 
COHSHIUCOOHTO BE SUSPENDED Ulffl..SUCH TllE>S TlfE PUNS CJH BENea'D BY THE 
t1:s1GtD • SUBllTIED ro 11£ coutTY FOR RE.\R HID .NJllRO\W.. [cec 107]. 

4. a.EMNGFtft~PUfl.f'OSl'SISlfOTCONSlllEJE)MKllJSltllt.ACTMIYUIURll£ 

Sftlfli1 ~ flEGUlA110NS. ETOf -t02{l)(1) OF n£ 1987 WAltR QlWJlY .icT DnFlS 
NJRICtll.lUW.SlOftW""-DDISOIMOESFROMHPOESl'EllltllfGllEQUIRE)IEHISl«:l.OOINCSlORU 

"'"'""""""' 
5. A ' TJU QNI l.N( ma wmt 3-snw«) Ml!EJ) WIRE TO BE COHmlJCTED MOUHO ltlE 

PmiCIEJIOFMSfE. AFEHCEOCTNl..CANBESUIMfTTEDW'QNREQUESf. 

6. NOGfW»IGORWA1ERW..W61EHTIHEXCESS<J'.50,CUllCYMDSWl.lBElmJIREDTO 
CONSIRlCTll£NffAY. ltEIE'MU.llEl«IEIONCEREDflU.,HOll:Ylll.ll£EXISMSTORM 
WA1D:IH1AINala:llEWN:lEDll'KCIJff51ftlatOHOflt£/tllfMf. 

7. PRICft TOn£STARTOFl«YEXCAVA'llOfl. 80fH OHNIJ CffTHESIT£, n£~ 9Wl. 
N01fY USi'I NORTH/OO N..ERT, IH> llE PR<MlED wmt A 1x::t<ET lfJMBER ~ JU. EXtsH 
UTl.J1ES HJ.VE amt l.OC.4.lm #1) M.WCED. 800-227-2800. 

I. MJ.VEHICl.ESNf)EQUll'WOOSIWl.BEINPROPERWO!tKHGOPIOER#llFl!EIOfLDKS.l«l 
\9ICl.E OR EQUPMEMT ~ SHIU IE PEJlfORMED OM sm: 

9. le. DIER[ IS l«I QWllNC llONC PEJlfORYED lO COHSl1U!f nts PWlECT, SCI.. 9Wl. RElNt 
l.HllS1\IRllED#llSTMlll2fD. 

10. 110E Wll E£ NO WATERW. Stwa: t£CESSMY FOR lHE COHSmoct'K>N Of THIS PROJECT. 

11, t«> COHCRElt WAStl OUT IS >UC#O ON Sll'E 

11. SPECW..lltSP£COOHISll£QUlliDIJtlttEGE01mfllCH.atrJNEEHfORCOW'Ut.HCE'Mlltl1£ 
~rmtOLllD'OflT.ttlEINSPECmNfl&'ORl"M.lllESllllllflEllOMD~lf11tE 
COUNN Of FRESHO llUUJl4G l9'MNEHf PRQt TO TIE fOUNDAllOff HSflECllON. 

13. Sl«WlACOMStRUCTDfWASIE llWWlEW)ff Pl.AN FJE R£QlMIED, ll'Wll.LBEfM.IZED PRIOR TO 
OCtll\IHCY. 

st\ffi1111£ 

CIUXIMENERGY 1111£Sllffi 

G-1.1 """"""""' P/SIT£Pl.AH 
ElfCTRK"A 

E-1.0 CALCCIME!IERGY ElfCTRICM.Sl1EPINj 

E-1.1 CALCCIM ENERGY B..£CTRCl4_ SfTE P1.N4 - IC 

E-1.2 Cl<COW EllERGY ELECTRICALSOE~-DC/Bt.s 

E-2.0 Cl<COW ENERGY IC sm.E LINE OWiAAM 

E-2.1 CIUXJM ENERGY DC Sl«l£ LINE DIAGRAM 

E-10 Cl<C<JN.-V El.£CTRIC>J.. OEJAlS 
E-J.1 CIUXJM ENERGY ElfCTRK"A llEfALS 

E-32 CALCCIME!IERGY El.£Cmk:l4.. DETAlS 

E-l.J CALCCIME!IERGY ELECT'Ra:Al. DETM.S 

E-4.0 CALCCIM.-V WAsPECfK'.ATIONS 
E-5.0 """""""""' .,..,.,,, Alf)"""" 

""""'""""' """""""IEll.S 

HEX1RAQ(£R 1111£ Sim 

s-101 HEX1RAQ(£R """"'" S-102 HEX1RAQ(£R GEHEfW. Sl'ROCTUIW. NOTES 

S-103 """""'"' TRACt:ER CAI.CUI.A.OOH DA.TA 

S-201 """""'"' ""'PWI 
S-301 HEX1RAQ(£R l'YfllCM.. 90-KXXJLE TRCKER 00 

S-.l02 ""'""""" fl'PIC.fL!O-taXJl.!TR/oCKEREOOE ,....,, 
""'""""" ""' .......... 

14. =.u,~s:= ~~~~~BE~~~ I \ll--O-C--t---C.,=--CC--1""-'=~""-'='-c--'°=-------11 S-501 ""'""""" BHA k ONffR IEAll.S 
S-601 HEX1RAQ(£R W£AMR STATIOM DET.11..S 

RECCHEf Wlfff cwtlY ()f FRESt«l NSPEC1DI !r:t£DllE. 

15. m:st10 COOHlY NSf'ECTIOHSlllf. l.1111E)lOS'YSTDIS Ol'WlllGAT !OOO'itll.15 Oii lE'SS. 
ffc:W.INSPECTIOHSM£.A£QlllMll ON All EQUPMEHTOPW111CNKN£.1000VCIUS.11iESE 
ftSPECTrJNMUSl'l!EPROWJEJIV.fMJf'PRMDTHflll)PMTYINSPECOOHAGEHCl'.AWRlfffH 

S-701 

S-801 ,....,, ""'""""" NCIJPINj 

"""""'"' CONNECTJOK DEJAll.S 

""""""" CONNECTIONDETMl..S 
RECall Of AllltSf'ECTIONSlil.ISTllESUBIMl1EDTO fllESHOCOUNlYOFFK:E ~N'f'ft'1iN.. PRIOft ,.._----+-----~-----------<I ,_.,, 

""""""" CONH£CTIOH DfJAl.S lO lME EQll'UEKf IO«l EIBQZEQ. 

11. OftOIKI FAW PftOm:ooH MUST BE PR<MO£D lt£N SOM:E DISC<H£CT IS PAltD 1000 MI'S 
OR lllORE. PERfORWHCE TESH REStUS B'I' AH N'PRt1tm TESH IOO«:'I' WST BE SUBMfTTED 
TO 1t1E a:lllNlY ()f Ae'MO ClRU PFtOR TO ll£ smoU BEt«t DOGIZ£D If n£ SEJM:ll«i 
UTIJ1Y. 

17. SUlllT LlG'ERlflCATIOH REPORT fat ff L1£ Sl£TWCClllECTD IK EXISTltG LISTED Wl4 
SEJM:EP-

111. H.1.1MR>PM1YSPEQILINSP£CTION REJIQlf1S MUST BE SUlllTTtlllOTHECOUNlYOfmESKI 
~ Rft1lWNllACCEl'fNa. flftKIR ro DEl'mATKllt Of'~ NII/ 011 PROJECT FM.. 
.... CllOH. 

I. ICJDROADS!HU.HOl'BEWS'l*T20FIDllWD1li,DaGMEllN«llit.lff.tH.DTt> 
Sl..IPf'Cln" THE llPOSEll UW>S Of A ARE N'PN'.AM 'MtlCl.E N«l fO PR!MI£ M 'N.L-WEATtfJf' 
SUf'.M:E. A 20 FOOT JCCESS WU BE PRMlED OOWK THE COOER CF' n£ Mf.AAY. 

2. YKRE GiftTES N!£. PRIMlED, A IEAHS OF f1£ llEPNf1MOO EMfR't" stw.L BE f'fttMO. t.W«.W. 
Q\lES:llW.LHAVEAflREDEPNUMOOIOOXl(['(l.OO(f'RIMlED. OO[ENffWfCESstW..LBE2 
FEET WIER 1lWI 11£ LNE~MCIJrMD BE LW.TiDA lillNllUM CF 30 FEETFIQI 
MW»llfAY. 

J. llEIEstW..L8EIJHCIB5lROC1£llw.rmtlt.ct.EAIWfCEOF15FE'EI'. 

4. llfJIE Wll l!E A MIUlM 1W!D 2AIOl!K: FflE EX11ICWSt£R U'K'J.1£1> IJ 100' lm:R\W.S DOWN 
n£ COODt RCWlWA.Y WIDE ff SIRIN(; llMRl£RS Mt LOCAlED. FIRE: £XT1HGUISt£J!S WIU.1£ 
YXJNTEDUlt'lERPN4El.Sf'ORSIWllNCMllPAOrEC'OONFROMW£AMR. 

!!. AtctllXPllDLOCKWIU.BEPLACmOHCW#EIG.f.TES<Xl:AIQok)J(90XwmtGA.lf:AC:CeSICEYS 
WllllElllUN1E1lATMW.W!JIW.ANC(RJRf111Ellll'MTIENT!CCESS. 

6. 61NCHMIORESSNMERSATWf(S1'1IfUENTIWa. 

1. WEEDS, GRtSS, Ms. OR OMR GftlJWIH Ml IS CN!NH. OF !ENC Q«1ll) NI> EtlDNIGERI«:: 
PftCffJfl'Y HU. BE arr llOWH, WlWED OR RBi«MD lfi Tt£ OWNER OR OCCUPMT OF 

""""" 
II. 1't£ f1'£ NXESS ~y SHMJ. l!E lil.-WF.ATHER NC> CAPABLE Of SUPPORTI*' lt£ lCWlS 

IMPOSED BY FllE N'f'NWUS 

PROJECT M.\WiGfR ....,._ 
Clt.fOOHl'."""""""'S<>.Aft 
55lH18-9321 

OWNER CONTACT --12121'Ml.SltREBLVD. 
LOSAfrlGEl.ESC'.A.90025 

S!RUCWIW. ENGINEER 
ColRIJSO MlEY SCOTT 
1215 W RtO SAlJOO PKWY. 
Sl'1E 200 
IDl'E,>1.35281 

<:<LOI""" 

SOL\R ENGINf.ER 
SHYNll KUIWATI. £JT 
"°""""""""'"-SOUR 
321-505-8342 

P!lEUMltwlX DESIGNER 
-llOUROON 
Cl!JflllltlACOIAIE!!Clll.SOlAA 
970-90.3-2539 

ELECTRICAL ENGINEER 
DNW. T. lilcDUFFE. PE 

""""°"""' C<llMRCW. '"""" 
CA UC# E20]g2 
813-244-9184 

GENERAL SUP£RINJENQ£NT 
DNllEl._.OIA 

""""°"""' CC>MRCW. SOlAA 
661-699-3216 

SP[CW. INSPECTORS (GEQIECH) 
SILEMOIGIHEERINGCR<XJPINC. 
H29W.JACQUO.'r'NAl/f.. 
FRESt«>CA,93722 
559-271-9700 

SPECLo\L INSPECTORS (SIBUCJURALl 
~N«l..\SSOa6..T£SINC. 
2205 rm ut 
EWl:ERSF1El.DC'A95507 
661-837-9200 

SPECIAL INSPECTOR { 12KV ELECIR!CJ\l) 

"'"""'""""""'"" _ .... 
R*AH.K~.COM 
e61-412-18JB 
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LINE TYPE LEGEND 
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PIER LEGEND 

SYMBOL PIERTYP£ 

0 HEAVY ARRAY PtER 

0 STANDARD ARRAY P1ER 

• HEAVY MOTOR PIER 

0 STANDARD MOTOR PIER 

TORQUE TUBE LEGEND 
PART# COLOR TORQUE TUBE TYPE 

42654 EDGE 8.73m 3mm 50ksl 
RED 

42t!S2 EDGE 7.73m 3mm 50ksl 

42049 EXTERIOR B.73m 4mm 60ksl 
GREEN 

42051 EXTERIOR 7.73m 4mm 60ksl 

DAMPER LEGEND 

I I 
SEE 

SYMBOL DAMPER TYPE SHEET .....,, 
x I DOUBLE DAMPER l DETAILS 

NOTES: 

1) DETAILS ON lltlS SHEET APPLY TO TRACKERS 
INOfCATED ON THE SHEETTTTLE ONLY. PIER 
Pt.AN INDICATES TRACKER LOCATIONS, 

2) DETAILS 5-7 ARE TYPICALANDAPPLYTOALL 
APPLICABLE LOCATIONS ON TRACKER. 

3) PIER DISTANCES APPLY TO CENTER OF WEB, 
SEE DETAIL 8 FOR CENTER OF WEB LOCATION. 
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CUP Pre App: 39613 

Contractor: California Commercial Solar, Inc. OBA CalCom Energy 
9497 N. Fort Washington Rd, Suite 105 
Fresno, CA 93730 
Jim Lawson, 559-909-8271 

Owner: Pappas Ranch LLC 
12121 Wilshire Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90025 
Ariel Namvar 

1. Nature of the operation--what do you propose to do? Describe in detail. 

GUP-Z,IP36 
RECEIVED 

COUNTY OF FRESNO 

MAY 2 2 2019 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

AND PLANNING 
DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DIVISION 

{µvt,eo). 

Proposed project: A 1210kW_DC (Phase I) and a 1008 kW_DC (Phase II) project totaling 2,218 kW_DC of 

ground mount solar systems to be used for agricultural operations support. Project composed of 3456 

modules (Phase I) and 2880 modules (Phase II) totaling 6,336 modules on a single axis tracking structure. 

Those 6,336 modules will comprise of the main structure which will be constructed on APN 060-140-81S. 

Phase I ofthe project will be entirely contained on APN 060-140-81S. For phase II, approximately 1.5 

miles of overhead electric lines will be installed to connect the system to a nearby existing facility on APN 

065-020-37S. The overhead electric lines will start on APN 060-140-81S and end on APN 065-020-375. The 

overhead electrics lines will run southward on the East side of APN 065-020-37S and then westward on 

the South side of APN 065-020-37S. 

2. Operational time limits: 

The solar system will be tied in and serving a well on APN 065-020-37S. The solar system will be 

generating power year-round, 7 days a week and from approximately Sam to 9pm. No special activities 

will be performed. 

3. Number of customers or visitors: 

The system will average 1 visit per month for maintenance and repair purposes. The maximum visitor or 

technicians on the site at one time will be 3. 

4. Number of employees: 

The system will not house or require any employees. A service truck will be present about once a month 

for operation maintenance purposes. 

5. Service and delivery vehicles: 

A service truck will be present about once a month for operation maintenance purposes. 

6. Access to the site: 

The system will be accessible via both public and private road. 

7. Number of parking spaces for employees, customers, and service/delivery vehicles. 

EXHIBIT 6 



There will be no dedicated parking spaces. 

8. Are any goods to be sold on-site? If so, are these goods grown or produced on-site or at some 
other location? 

No goods will be sold on this site. The system will generate power via solar modules. 

9. What equipment is used? 

The equipment being used on site will be small tools, services trucks and cleaning equipment. 

10. What supplies or materials are used and how are they stored? 

There will be no supplies or materials stored on site. 

11. Does the use cause an unsightly appearance? 

The system will not cause any unsightly appearance or noise. 

12. List any solid or liquid wastes to be produced. 

The system will not produce any solid or liquid wastes 

13. Estimated volume of water to be used {gallons per day). 

About 4000 gallons of water will be used once every three months for cleaning purposes {44 gallons per 

day). The source of water will be via a water truck. 

14. Describe any proposed advertising including size, appearance, and placement. 

A contractor logo, approximately 4'x3', will be hung on a fence. 

15. Will existing buildings be used or will new buildings be constructed? 

This system does not utilize any existing buildings and no new buildings will be constructed. 

16. Explain which buildings or what portion of buildings will be used in the operation. 

The solar system is self-performing with no other buildings involved. 

17. Will any outdoor lighting or an outdoor sound amplification system be used? 

There will be no lighting or sound amplification system of any type. 

18. landscaping or fencing proposed? 

There will be a permanent fence erected around the proposed solar system with four access gates. 

19. Any other information that will provide a clear understanding of the project or operation. 

20. Identify all Owners, Officers and/or Board Members for each application submitted; this may be 

accomplished by submitting a cover letter in addition to the information provided on the signed 

application forms. 

See page 1. 
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EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
APPLICANT: CalCom Energy on behalf of Pappas Ranch LLC, Friendship LLC, and 

California Trade LLC 

APPLICATION NOS.: Initial Study Application No. 7584; Unclassified Conditional Use Permit 
Application No. 3638 

DESCRIPTION: Allow a 2,218 kW groundmount solar system to be developed in two 
phases, on an approximately 11.8-acre portion of a 55-acre parcel to 
support agricultural operations by energizing existing electrical facilities 
on an adjacent 116.6-acre parcel.  The project will install approximately 
1.5 miles of overhead electrical lines to connect the system to the 
facilities.     

LOCATION: The subject parcels are located on the south side of Fresno-Coalinga 
Road (State Route 145) between S. Sonoma and S. Napa Avenues in 
the AE-20 (Exclusive Agricultural, 20-acre minimum parcel size) Zone 
District approximately 10 miles northwest of the City of Huron. (SUP. 
DIST. 4) (APNs 060-140-60S 81S, 065-020-37S) 

I. AESTHETICS 

Except as provided in Public Resources Code Section 21099, would the project: 

A. Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista; or 

B. Substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not limited to, trees, rock 
outcroppings, and historic buildings within a state scenic highway? 

FINDING: NO IMPACT: 

The subject parcels are not located in an area that has been identified as a scenic vista.  
There is no rock outcropping or historic buildings on or near the site.  The Fresno-
Coalinga Road (State Route 145) that runs along the westerly side of the parcels is not 
a scenic highway per the County General Plan and no scenic vistas or scenic resources 
exist on or near the site that may be impacted by the project.   

C. In non-urbanized areas, substantially degrade the existing visual character or quality of 
public views of the site and its surroundings? (Public views are those that are 
experienced from publicly accessible vantage points.) If the project is in an urbanized 

EXHIBIT 7
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area, would the project conflict with applicable zoning and other regulations governing 
scenic quality? 

FINDING: LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT: 

The subject parcels are currently planted in orchard.  The surrounding agricultural fields 
are also planted in orchard and related crops.  

An approximately 11.8-acre portion of the project site (northerly 55-acre parcel) will be 
cleared from orchard to accommodate a 1,210 kW (Phase 1) and a 1,008 kW (Phase II) 
of ground-mount photovoltaic solar system.  The project is composed of 2,880 3456 
modules (Phase I) and 3,456 2880 modules (Phase II) totaling 6336 modules on a 
single-axis tracking structure.  The power generated by the facility will energize existing 
electrical facilities on the adjacent 116.6-acre parcel via 1.5 miles of overhead electrical 
lines starting from the 55-acre parcel and ending on the 116.6-acre parcel.   

Review of the elevations show that the proposed solar array will maintain low height 
(approximately 6 to 8 7 feet).  This low height will allow the surrounding orchard to 
screen the view of the solar array from the surrounding parcels.  Due to low visibility, the 
proposed fencing around the solar site and no residential development located in the 
immediate vicinity of the project, the project will have less than significant impact on the 
surrounding area. 

D. Create a new source of substantial light or glare which would adversely affect day or 
nighttime views in the area? 

FINDING: LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT: 

Per the Applicant’s Operational Statement, the solar site will require no outdoor lighting 
and be located approximately 930 feet east of Fresno-Coalinga Road (State Route 
145).   While the installation of solar panels may increase the amount of glare in the 
area, the existing onsite orchard around the solar site will provide some screening of 
glare.  Due to screening, the glare impact on SR 145 or other nearby street would be 
less than significant.  

II. AGRICULTURAL AND FORESTRY RESOURCES

In determining whether impacts to agricultural resources are significant environmental
effects, lead agencies may refer to the California Agricultural Land Evaluation and Site
Assessment Model (1997) prepared by the California Department of Conservation as an
optional model to use in assessing impacts on agriculture and farmland. In determining
whether impacts to forest resources, including timberland, are significant environmental
effects, lead agencies may refer to information compiled by the California Department of
Forestry and Fire Protection regarding the state’s inventory of forest land, including the
Forest and Range Assessment Project and the Forest Legacy Assessment project; and
forest carbon measurement methodology in Forest Protocols adopted by the California
Air Resources Board. Would the project:
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A. Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide Importance, as 
shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and Monitoring 
Program of the California Resources Agency, to non-agricultural use; or 

B. Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a Williamson Act Contract? 

FINDING: LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT: 

The project is not in conflict with agricultural zoning and is an allowed use on land 
designated for agriculture with discretionary approval and adherence to the applicable 
General Plan Policies.  The Fresno County Important Farmlands 2014 map designates 
the project site (comprised of two parcels) as Prime Farmland. The site is restricted by 
Williamson Act Land Conservation Contract AP-2200 & AP-4272 and a Condition of 
Approval would require non-renewal of the Contract.  Of the 55-acre parcel, 
approximately 11.8 acres will be removed from farmland production for the solar facility 
while the remainder of the parcel will remain agricultural. This loss of farmland is not 
permanent in that at the end of project’s useful life, the property may return back to 
farming operations.   

The Fresno County Agricultural Commissioner’s Office reviewed the project and 
requires that the Applicant acknowledge the Fresno County Right-to-Farm Ordinance 
regarding the inconveniencies and discomfort associated with normal farm activities 
surrounding the proposed development.  This requirement will be included as a 
Condition of Approval.   

C. Conflict with existing zoning for forest land, timberland or timberland zoned Timberland 
Production; or 

D. Result in the loss of forest land or conversion of forest land to non-forest use; or 

E. Involve other changes in the existing environment which, due to their location or nature, 
could result in conversion of farmland to non-agricultural use or conversion of forest 
land to non-forest use? 

FINDING: LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT: 

The project site is an active farmland and is not located on forest land or timberland.  
The project will not result in the permanent conversion of farmland to non-agricultural 
uses. At the end of the project’s useful life, the land may be reverted to agricultural 
uses.  The project will not bring any significant changes to the existing environment 
dominated by agricultural uses.  The proposed solar array will be obscured from view 
from adjacent parcels due to surrounding orchards. 

III. AIR QUALITY

Where available, the significance criteria established by the applicable air quality
management district or air pollution control district may be relied upon to make the
following determinations. Would the project:
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A. Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable Air Quality Plan; or 

B. Result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria pollutant for which the 
project region is non-attainment under an applicable federal or state ambient air quality 
standard; or 

C. Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations; or 

D. Result in other emissions (such as those leading to odors) adversely affecting a 
substantial number of people? 

FINDING: NO IMPACT: 

The San Joaquin Valley Unified Air Pollution Control District reviewed the proposal and 
expressed no concerns with the project’s operational air emissions.    

IV. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES

Would the project:

A. Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through habitat modifications, on 
any species identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special-status species in local or 
regional plans, policies, or regulations, or by the California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service; or 

B. Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or other sensitive natural 
community identified in local or regional plans, policies, regulations, or by the California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service; or 

C. Have a substantial adverse effect on state or federally-protected wetlands (including, 
but not limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through direct removal, filling, 
hydrological interruption, or other means? 

FINDING: NO IMPACT: 

The project site has been cultivated over the years and is located in a predominantly 
agricultural area.  The proposed solar arrays will be located on the property currently 
occupied by orchard.  Further, the site does not contain any riparian features, wetlands, 
or waters under the jurisdiction of the United States.   

An irrigation ditch runs along the northern boundary of the 55-acre parcel with the 
proposed solar array.  This canal is not a protected wetland and does not provide 
habitat for sensitive species.

This project was routed to the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) and 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) for review and comments.  Neither of the 
agencies expressed any concerns relating to project impact on biological resources.   
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D. Interfere substantially with the movement of any native resident or migratory fish or 
wildlife species or with established native resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or 
impede the use of native wildlife nursery sites? 

FINDING: NO IMPACT: 

The project area cannot be characterized as an area for migratory wildlife species or 
suitable for migratory wildlife corridors.  As stated earlier, the project site is an active 
farmland has been in farming operations for a number of years.  The surrounding lands 
have also been in farming operations and disturbed by farming activities.  

E. Conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources, such as a 
tree preservation policy or ordinance; or 

F. Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural 
Community Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional, or state Habitat 
Conservation Plan? 

FINDING: NO IMPACT: 

The project will not conflict with any biological resources related to tree preservation 
policy or any adopted Conservation Plans. 

V. CULTURAL RESOURCES 

Would the project: 

A. Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical resource pursuant 
to Section 15064.5; or 

B. Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of an archaeological resource 
pursuant to Section 15064.5; or 

C. Disturb any human remains, including those interred outside of formal cemeteries? 

FINDING: NO IMPACT: 

The project site is not in an area designated to be highly or moderately sensitive for 
archeological resources.  The site has undergone previous land disturbance during 
plantation of orchard.  The project will have no impact on historical, archeological, or 
paleontological resources.   

VI. ENERGY

Would the project:

A. Result in potentially significant environmental impact due to wasteful, inefficient, or 
unnecessary consumption of energy resources during project construction or operation? 
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FINDING: NO IMPACT: 

The project involves production of renewable energy.  Being a relatively passive use, 
the project implementation will provide a relatively emission-free mechanism for 
generating electricity to help support energy needs of the Applicant’s farming 
operations.  The project construction will not result in unnecessary consumption of 
energy resources. All the energy produced will be utilized for the benefit of the 
Applicant’s onsite and offsite farming operations.    

B. Conflict with or obstruct a state or local plan for renewable energy or energy efficiency? 

FINDING: NO IMPACT: 

The project will not obstruct a state or local plan for renewable energy. 

VII. GEOLOGY AND SOILS

Would the project:

A. Directly or indirectly cause potential substantial adverse effects, including the risk of 
loss, injury, or death involving: 

1. Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as delineated on the most recent Alquist-Priolo
Earthquake Fault Zoning Map issued by the State Geologist for the area or based on
other substantial evidence of a known fault?

2. Strong seismic ground shaking?

3. Seismic-related ground failure, including liquefaction?

4. Landslides?

FINDING: NO IMPACT: 

The project site is flat, and is not located near a fault line or an area of known 
landslides.  The project will not adversely affect any earthquake fault and will not cause 
seismic ground shaking, ground failure due to liquefaction, or landslides.    

B. Result in substantial soil erosion or loss of topsoil? 

FINDING: LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT: 

No significant grading activities are expected of this project to result in substantial loss 
of topsoil.  The PV module array requires a moderately flat surface for installation. 
Some earthwork, including grading, fill, compaction, and erosion control cultivation may 
be required to accommodate the placement of PV arrays, foundations or footings, 
access roads and drainage features.  As noted by the Development Engineering 
Section of the Development Services and Capital Projects Division, a Project Note will 
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require that a grading permit or voucher shall be obtained for any grading proposed with 
this application.    

C. Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable, or that would become unstable as 
a result of the project, and potentially result in on- or off-site landslide, lateral spreading, 
subsidence, liquefaction, or collapse; or 

D.  Be located on expansive soil as defined in Table 18-1-B of the Uniform Building Code 
(1994), creating substantial direct or indirect risks to life or property? 

FINDING: NO IMPACT: 

As discussed earlier, the project site’s liquefaction and landslide potential is low.  The 
development of the project would implement all applicable requirements of the most 
recent California Building Standards Code and as such would not create substantial 
direct or indirect risks to life or property. 

E.  Have soils incapable of adequately supporting the use of septic tanks or alternative 
wastewater disposal systems where sewers are not available for the disposal of 
wastewater? 

FINDING: NO IMPACT: 

There are no septic systems associated with this proposal, as the proposed use does 
not entail utilization of onsite sewage disposal systems. The facility will be unmanned. 

F.  Directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological resource or site or unique 
geologic feature? 

FINDING: NO IMPCT: 

See discussion above in Section V. CULTURAL RESOURCES. 

VIII. GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS

Would the project:

A. Generate greenhouse gas emissions, either directly or indirectly, that may have a 
significant impact on the environment; or 

B. Conflict with an applicable plan, policy or regulation adopted for the purpose of reducing 
the emissions of greenhouse gases? 

FINDING: LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT: 

The project is expected to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Temporary impacts 
related to greenhouse gas emission may occur during the construction of the project 
when workers and construction vehicles will be mobilized to and from the project site.  
However, negligible greenhouse gas emission would occur during operation of the 
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facility.  Due to being an unmanned facility, there will be no traffic trips to the site during 
its operations except for one truck per month visiting the site for maintenance purposes. 
It is expected that any greenhouse gas emission generated during construction will be 
offset during the facility operations.  

IX. HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS

Would the project:

A. Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through the routine 
transport, use, or disposal of hazardous materials; or 

B. Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through reasonably 
foreseeable upset and accident conditions involving the release of hazardous materials 
into the environment; or 

C. Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely hazardous materials, 
substances, or waste within one quarter-mile of an existing or proposed school? 

FINDING: LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT: 

The Fresno County Department of Public Health, Environmental Health Division 
reviewed the project and requires that facilities proposing to use and/or store hazardous 
materials and/or hazardous wastes shall meet the requirements set forth in the 
California Health and Safety Code (HSC), Division 20, Chapter 6.95, and the California 
Code of Regulations (CCR), Title 22, Division 4.5.  Additionally, any business that 
handles a hazardous material or hazardous waste may be required to submit a 
Hazardous Materials Business Plan pursuant to the HSC, Division 20, Chapter 6.95.  
Further, all hazardous waste shall be handled in accordance with requirements set forth 
in the California Code of Regulations (CCR), Title 22, Division 4.5.  These requirements 
will be included as Project Notes. 

D. Be located on a site which is included on a list of hazardous materials sites compiled 
pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5 and, as a result, would it create a 
significant hazard to the public or the environment? 

FINDING: NO IMPACT: 

The project site is an active farmland and not a hazardous material site.  No agency 
expressed any concerns regarding site’s suitability for the project. 

E. For a project located within an airport land use plan or, where such a plan has not been 
adopted, within two miles of a public airport or public use airport, result in a safety 
hazard or excessive noise for people residing or working in the project area? 

FINDING: NO IMPACT: 
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The project site is not located within an Airport Land Use Plan area, two miles of a 
public use airport, or near a private airstrip.  The proposed facility will be unmanned, 
and will not generate noise to the level where it may affect people residing or working 
within the project area.   

F. Impair implementation of or physically interfere with an adopted emergency response 
plan or emergency evacuation plan; or 

G. Expose people or structures, either directly or indirectly, to a significant risk of loss, 
injury or death involving wildland fires? 

FINDING: NO IMPACT: 

The project site is not located in an area of wildfire hazards. Approval of the project will 
not impair implementation of an adopted Emergency Response or Evacuation Plan. 

X. HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY 

Would the project: 

A. Violate any water quality standards or waste discharge requirements or otherwise 
substantially degrade surface or groundwater quality? 

FINDING: NO IMPACT: 

The Fresno County Department of Public Health, Environmental Health Division, 
reviewed the proposal and expressed no concerns with the project concerning soils or 
wastewater disposal. Wastewater generated during construction of this project will be 
contained within portable restroom facilities and will be disposed of at an approved site.  
Once operational, the proposed facility will be unmanned.  As such, no permanent on-
site restroom facilities are required for the use, nor proposed with this project. No impact 
will occur. 

B. Substantially decrease groundwater supplies or interfere substantially with groundwater 
recharge such that the project may impede sustainable groundwater management of 
the basin? 

FINDING: LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT: 

The project site is not in a water-short area.  According to the Applicant’s Operational 
Statement, water needed during construction will be provided via an onsite well and is 
estimated to be 9,000 gallons for dust suppression and earthwork over a 3-month 
period.   During operation of the facility, approximately 4,000 gallons of water will be 
used every three months for panel washing.  The source of water will be via a water 
truck.     
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The Water and Natural Resources Division of the Fresno County Department of Public 
Works and Planning reviewed the proposal and expressed no concerns with the project 
as it relates to water quantity.  

C. Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area, including through the 
alteration of the course of a stream or river or through the addition of impervious 
surfaces, in a manner which would: 

1. Result in substantial erosion or siltation on or off site; or

2. Substantially increase the rate or amount of surface runoff in a manner which would
result in flooding on or off site; or

3. Create or contribute runoff water which would exceed the capacity of existing or
planned storm water drainage systems or provide substantial additional sources of
polluted runoff; or

4. Impede or redirect flood flows?

FINDING: LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT: 

According to the United States Geological Survey Quad Maps, there are no natural 
drainage channels adjacent to or running through the subject parcels.     

Installation of solar arrays on the property will not cause significant changes in the 
absorption rates, drainage patterns, or the rate and amount of surface runoff with 
adherence to the mandatory construction practices contained in the Grading and 
Drainage Sections of the County Ordinance Code.  Site drainage requirements 
appropriate to the proposed uses will be addressed through mandatory Site Plan 
Review.  According to the Development Engineering Section of the Fresno County 
Department of Public Works and Planning, any additional runoff generated by the 
proposed development shall be retained or disposed of per county standards, and 
Grading Permit or Voucher shall be required for any grading proposed by this 
application.  These requirements will be included as Project Notes. 

D. In flood hazard, tsunami, or seiche zones, risk release of pollutants due to project 
inundation? 

FINDING: NO IMPACT: 

The project site does not contain nor is close to water features that could create seiche, 
tsunami, or mudflow conditions. It is unlikely that an irrigation ditch that runs along the 
northerly boundaries of the subject parcels would create seiche, tsunami, or mudflow 
conditions.   

E. Conflict with or obstruct implementation of a water quality control plan or sustainable 
groundwater management plan? 
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FINDING: NO IMPACT: 

The project is not in conflict with any water quality control plan or sustainable 
groundwater management plan.   

XI. LAND USE AND PLANNING

Would the project:

A. Physically divide an established community? 

FINDING: NO IMPACT: 

The project will not physically divide an established community.  The nearest community 
(Huron) is approximately 10 miles southeast of the subject parcel. 

B. Cause a significant environmental impact due to a conflict with any land use plan, 
policy, or regulation adopted for the purpose of avoiding or mitigating an environmental 
effect? 

FINDING: LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT: 

The subject parcel is designated Agriculture in the Fresno County General Plan and is 
zoned AE-20 (Exclusive Agricultural, 20-acre minimum parcel size) in the County 
Zoning Ordinance.  Provisions for non-agricultural uses such as the proposed use have 
been provided in the Fresno County Zoning Ordinance and General Plan.   

Plan Policy LU-A.3 of the General Plan provides that electrical power generating 
facilities may be allowed by discretionary permit subject to a number of specific criteria.  
Criteria LU-A. 3.a. states that the use shall provide a needed service to the surrounding 
agricultural area which cannot be provided within urban areas.  Criteria LU-A. 3.b. 
states that the use should not be sited on productive agricultural lands if less productive 
land is available in the vicinity.  Criteria LU-A. 3.c. states that the use shall not have a 
detrimental impact on water resources or the use or management of surrounding 
properties within one quarter-mile radius.  Criteria LU-A. 3.d. states that a probable 
workforce should be located nearby or be readily available. 

With regard to Criteria “a” and Criteria “b”, the proposed solar facility will produce limited 
2,218 kW power to meet the energy needs of the Applicant’s onsite and offsite 
agricultural operations.  The facility will be located on prime farmlands, as no less 
productive land is available near the proposal.    With regard to Criteria “c”, the project 
will utilize limited groundwater during construction of the facility.  With regard to Criteria 
“d”, the nearest communities of Huron and Helm have the ability to provide an adequate 
workforce.   

Policy LU-A.12 of the General Plan requires that agricultural activities be protected from 
encroachment of incompatible uses, and Policy LU-A.13 of the General Plan requires 
buffers between proposed non-agricultural uses and adjacent agricultural operations.  
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The subject proposal is consistent Policy LU-A.3 as discussed above and the proposed 
solar arrays will be fenced off to be separated from the surrounding farming operations. 

Plan Policy PF-C.17 of the General Plan requires that the County shall undertake a 
water supply evaluation, including determinations of water supply adequacy, impact on 
other water users in the County, and water sustainability.  The project will utilize limited 
groundwater during construction and water needed for panel washing will be trucked in.  
The Water and Natural Resources Division of the Fresno County Department of Public 
Works and Planning expressed no concerns related to water availability for the project. 

XII. MINERAL RESOURCES

Would the project:

A. Result in the loss of availability of a known mineral resource that would be of value to 
the region and the residents of the state; or 

B. Result in the loss of availability of a locally-important mineral resource recovery site 
delineated on a local General Plan, Specific Plan or other land use plan? 

FINDING: NO IMPACT: 

No mineral resource impacts were identified in the analysis.  The site is not located in a 
mineral resource area as identified in Policy OS-C.2 of the General Plan.   

XIII. NOISE

Would the project result in:

A. Generation of a substantial temporary or permanent increase in ambient noise levels in 
the vicinity of the project in excess of standards established in the local general plan or 
noise ordinance, or applicable standards of other agencies; or 

B. Generation of excessive ground-borne vibration or ground-borne noise levels; or 

C. For a project located within the vicinity of a private airstrip or an airport land use plan or, 
where such a plan has not been adopted, within two miles of a public airport or public 
use airport, would the project expose people residing or working in the project area to 
excessive noise levels? 

FINDING: LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT: 

The Fresno County Department of Public Health, Environmental Health Division, 
reviewed the proposal and did not identify any impact related to noise.  However, the 
project will be subject to conformance with the Fresno County Noise Ordinance related 
to limiting noise-generating construction activities to the hours of 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
Monday through Friday and 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Saturday and Sunday.  This 
requirement will be included as a Project Note.  
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XIV. POPULATION AND HOUSING

Would the project:

A. Induce substantial unplanned population growth in an area, either directly (for example, 
by proposing new homes and businesses) or indirectly (for example, through extension 
of roads or other infrastructure); or 

B. Displace substantial numbers of existing people or housing, necessitating the 
construction of replacement housing elsewhere? 

FINDING: NO IMPACT: 

The project will not construct or displace housing and will not otherwise induce 
population growth.   

XV. PUBLIC SERVICES

Would the project:

A. Result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated with the provision of new or 
physically-altered governmental facilities, or the need for new or physically-altered 
governmental facilities, the construction of which could cause significant environmental 
impacts, in order to maintain acceptable service ratios, response times or other 
performance objectives for any of the following public services: 

1. Fire protection?

FINDING: LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT: 

Fresno County Fire Protection District (CalFire) reviewed the subject proposal and 
expressed no concerns with the project.  The project will require compliance with the 
California Code of Regulations Title 24 – Fire Code and approval of County-approved 
site plans by the Fire District prior to issuance of building permits by the County.  The 
project will also require annexation to Community Facilities District (CFD) No. 2010-01 
of the Fresno County Fire Protection District and compliance with the California Code of 
Regulations, Title 14 Natural Resources.  These requirements will be included as 
Project Notes. 

2. Police protection; or

3. Schools; or

4. Parks; or

5. Other public facilities?
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FINDING: NO IMPACT: 

Development of the project will not result in the need for schools, parks, policing or 
other public services.   

XVI. RECREATION

Would the project:

A. Increase the use of existing neighborhood and regional parks or other recreational 
facilities such that substantial physical deterioration of the facility would occur or be 
accelerated; or 

B. Include recreational facilities or require the construction or expansion of recreational 
facilities, which might have an adverse physical effect on the environment? 

FINDING: NO IMPACT: 

No such impacts were identified as part of the analysis. 

XVII. TRANSPORTATION

Would the project:

A. Conflict with a program, plan, ordinance or policy addressing the circulation system, 
including transit, roadway, bicycle and pedestrian facilities? 

FINDING: NO IMPACT: 

The project will have no impacts on the performance of the traffic circulation system, 
congestion management programs, or traffic hazards.  

The project will generate approximately 32 daily one-way trips (16 round trips) by 
workers, 16 daily one-way trips (8 round trips) by vendor trucks and a total of 50 one-
way (25 round trips) by haul trucks during the construction of the project.  These trips 
are related to mobilization, underground work, system installation, and site cleanup and 
restoration work.  Outside of the initial trips required for construction there will be one 
visit per month for maintenance and repair purposes.  

The Design Division of the Fresno County Department of Public Works and Planning 
reviewed this proposal and expressed no impact on County roadways and required no 
Traffic Impact Study. 

B. Be in conflict or be inconsistent with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
Guidelines Section 15064.3, subdivision (b)? 

FINDING: NO IMPACT: 
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The project entails an unmanned solar facility, which requires no regular daily traffic 
trips during operation.  With no concerns expressed by the Design Division of the 
Fresno County Department of Public Works and Planning or the California Department 
of Transportation, the project will not be in conflict with or be inconsistent with the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines Section 15064.3, subdivision 
(b). 

C. Substantially increase hazards due to a geometric design feature (e.g., sharp curves or 
dangerous intersections) or incompatible uses (e.g., farm equipment)? 

FINDING: LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT: 

There is no county-maintained roads adjacent to the subject parcel. The project would 
not increase traffic hazards due to design features, as it does not propose to alter 
existing roadway designs within the project area.  According to the California 
Department of Transportation review of the proposal, a Project Note would require that 
if the site takes access to SR 145, a 20-foot-by-20-foot asphalt pavement or shakedown 
shall be provided to minimize debris from entering the State facility.  

D. Result in inadequate emergency access? 

FINDING: NO IMPACT: 

The Road Maintenance and Operations Division of the Fresno County Department of 
Public Works and Planning and California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) 
reviewed the project and did not identify any concerns with respect to emergency 
access.   

XVIII. TRIBAL CULTURAL RESOURCES

Would the project:

A. Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a tribal cultural resource,
defined in Public Resources Code Section 21074 as either a site, feature, place, 
cultural landscape that is geographically defined in terms of the size and scope of 
the landscape, sacred place, or object with cultural value to a California Native 
American tribe, and that is: 

1. Listed or eligible for listing in the California Register of Historical Resources, or
in a local register of historical resources as defined in Public Resources Code
Section 5020.1(k); or

2. A resource determined by the lead agency, in its discretion and supported by
substantial evidence, to be significant pursuant to criteria set forth in subdivision
(c) of Public Resources Code Section 5024.1? (In applying the criteria set forth
in subdivision (c) of Public Resource Code Section 5024.1, the lead agency
shall consider the significance of the resource to a California Native American
tribe.)
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FINDING: NO IMPACT: 

The project will have no impact on Tribal Cultural Resources (TCRs) as defined in 
Public Resources Code Section 21074.  The project was routed to the Table Mountain 
Rancheria, Santa Rosa Rancheria Tachi Yokut Tribe, Picayune Rancheria of 
Chukchansi Indians, and Dumna Wo Wah Tribal Governments.  None of the tribes 
expressed any concerns with the project.    

XIX. UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS

Would the project:

A. Require or result in the relocation or construction of new or expanded water, wastewater 
treatment or storm water drainage, electric power, natural gas, or telecommunications 
facilities, the construction or relocation of which could cause significant environmental 
effects? 

FINDING: NO IMPACT: 

See discussion above in Section VII.E. GEOLOGY AND SOILS.  Construction of the 
project will have less than significant impact on the environment.    

B. Have sufficient water supplies available to serve the project and reasonably foreseeable 
future development during normal, dry and multiple dry years? 

FINDING: LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT: 

See discussion above in Section X. B. HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY. 

C. Result in a determination by the wastewater treatment provider which serves or may 
serve the project that it has adequate capacity to serve the project’s projected demand 
in addition to the provider’s existing commitments? 

FINDING: NO IMPACT: 

See discussion above in Section VII.E. GEOLOGY AND SOILS. 

D. Generate solid waste in excess of State or local standards, or in excess of the capacity 
of local infrastructure, or otherwise impair the attainment of solid waste reduction goals; 
or 

E. Comply with federal, state, and local management and reduction statutes and 
regulations related to solid waste? 

FINDING: NO IMPACT: 

The project operations will not generate any solid waste.  Any solid waste generated 
during construction will be minimal and will go to a local landfill.   
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XX. WILDFIRE

If located in or near state responsibility areas or lands classified as very high fire hazard
severity zones, would the project:

A. Substantially impair an adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation 
plan, or telecommunications facilities, the construction or relocation of which could 
cause significant environmental effects; or 

B. Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other factors, exacerbate wildfire risks, and thereby 
expose project occupants to pollutant concentrations from a wildfire or the uncontrolled 
spread of a wildfire; or 

C. Require the installation or maintenance of associated infrastructure (such as roads, fuel 
breaks, emergency water sources, power lines or other utilities) that may exacerbate 
fire risk or that may result in temporary or ongoing impacts to the environment; or 

D. Expose people or structures to significant risks, including downslope or downstream 
flooding or landslides, as a result of runoff, post-fire slope instability, or drainage 
changes? 

FINDING: LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT: 

See discussion above in Section XV. A. 1. PUBLIC SERVICES. 

XXI. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE

Would the project:

A. Have the potential to substantially degrade the quality of the environment, substantially 
reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife population to drop 
below self-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal community, 
substantially reduce the number or restrict the range of a rare or endangered plant or 
animal or eliminate important examples of the major periods of California history or 
prehistory? 

FINDING: NO IMPACT: 

The project will have no impact on biological or cultural resources. 

B. Have impacts that are individually limited, but cumulatively considerable (“cumulatively 
considerable” means that the incremental effects of a project are considerable when 
viewed in connection with the effects of past projects, the effects of other current 
projects, and the effects of probable future projects)? 

FINDING: LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT: 
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The project has been analyzed for potential impacts, and appropriate project-specific 
Conditions have been developed to reduce project impacts to less than significant.  The 
project is required to comply with applicable County policies and ordinances.  The 
project will adhere to the permitting requirements and rules and regulations set forth by 
the Fresno County Grading and Drainage Ordinance, the San Joaquin Air Pollution 
Control District, and the California Code of Regulations Fire Code. The incremental 
contribution by the proposed project to overall development in the area is less than 
significant. 

C. Have environmental effects which will cause substantial adverse effects on human 
beings either directly or indirectly? 

FINDING: NO IMPACT: 

No cumulative impacts were identified in this analysis. No substantial adverse effects on 
human beings were identified.  

CONCLUSION/SUMMARY 

Based upon the Initial Study prepared for Conditional Use Permit Application No. 3638, staff 
has concluded that the project will not have a significant effect on the environment.  It has 
been determined that there would be no impacts to Biological Resources, Cultural Resources, 
Energy, Mineral Resources, Population and Housing, Recreation, Transportation, and Tribal 
Cultural Resources.  

Potential impacts related to Aesthetics, Agricultural and Forestry Resources, Geology and 
Soils, Greenhouse Gas Emission, Hazards and Hazardous Materials, Hydrology and Water 
Quality, Land Use and Planning, Public Services, Noise, Utilities and Service Systems, and 
Wildfire have been determined to be less than significant.   

A Negative Declaration is recommended and is subject to approval by the decision-making 
body.  The Initial Study is available for review at 2220 Tulare Street, Suite A, street level, 
located on the southwest corner of Tulare and “M” Street, Fresno, California. 
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