
County ofFresno
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS AND PLANNING

STEVEN E. WHITE, DIRECTOR

December 5, 2017

State Clearinghouse
Office of Planning and Research
Attn: Sheila Brown
1400 Tenth Street, Room 212
Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Ms. Brown:

Subject: State Clearinghouse Review of Proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration for
Initial Study Application No. 7349 (Randy Delerio, High Desert Ag. Inc.)

Enclosed Please find the following documents:

1. Notice of Completion/Reviewing Agencies Checklist
2. Notice of Intent to Adopt a Mitigated Negative Declaration
3. Fifteen (15) hard copies of Draft Initial Study, Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting

Program, Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND), and Project Routing
4. One (1) electronic copy of the Draft Initial Study, Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting

Program, Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND), and Project Routing

We request that you distribute the documents to appropriate state agencies for review as
provided for in Section 15073 of the CEQA Guidelines, and that the review be completed within
the normal 30-day review period. Please transmit any document to my attention at the below
listed address or to eahmad@co.fresno.ca.us

Eja Ahmad, planner
Development services division

EA:
G:\4360Devs&Pln\PROJSEC\PROJDOCS\CUP\3500-3599\3589\CUP3589 SCH Letter

Enclosures

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DIVISION
2220 Tulare Street, Sixth Floor I Fresno, California 93721 I Phone (559) 600-4497 I 600-4022 I 600-4540 I FAX 600-4200

The County of Fresno is an Equal Employment Opportunity Employer



[]~~~[J Appendix C

Notice of Completion & Environmental Document Transmittal
Mail to: State Clearinghouse, P.O. Box 3044, Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 (916) 445-0613
For Hand Delivery/Street Address: 1400 Tenth Street, Sacramento, CA 95814 SCH#

Project Title: IS Application No. 7349 (Randy Delerio, High Desert Ag. Inc.)

Lead Agency: Fresno County, Department of Public Works and Planning

Mailing Address: 2220 Tulare Street, 6th Floor

City: Fresno Zip: 93720.:..::..:..=:...-_-

Contact Person: Ejaz Ahmad
~;;;;,.;...:;.:.;.~:.-_------

Phone: 559-600-4204

County: .:...F.:...re::..;s:..:.n,;.:o:...- _

Project Location: County:Fresno City/Nearest Community: .;:C.;.:it:l,.y...:o;..;.f..:.,F..:.,ir...:e.;:b.;:a.;:u£g,;.:h _

Cross Streets: Southwest corner of W. Shaw Ave and Dos Palos Ave (SR 33) near City of Firebaugh Zip Code: _

Longitude/Latitude (degrees, minutes and seconds): __0 __' __" N / __0 __' __" W Total Acres: 11.08---'-------
Assessor's Parcel No.:APN 012-091-46S & 47S Section: 15 Twp.: 13S Range: 14 E Base: MDBM
Within 2 Miles: State Hwy #: Waterways: _

Airports: Railways: Schools: _

Document Type:

CEQA: D NOP
D Ear1yCons
D Neg Dec
1RJ Mit Neg Dec

D Draft EIR
D Supplement/Subsequent EIR
(Plior SCH No.) _
Other: _

NEPA: D NO! Other:
D EA
D Draft EIS
D FONSI

D Joint Document
D Final Document
o Other:-------

Local Action Type:

D General Plan Update
o General Plan Amendment
o General Plan Element
o Community Plan

o Specific Plan
o Master Plan
o Planned Unit Development
o Site Plan

o Rezone
o Prezone
1RJ Use Permit
o Land Division (Subdivision, etc.)

o Annexation
o Redevelopment
o Coastal Permit
o Other:------

MGD _

D Transportation: Type.....,.. _
D Mining: Mineral--------:""":':C::.,------D Power: Type MW::-- _
D Waste Treatment:Type MGD _
D Hazardous Waste:Type _
D Other: _

Employees, _
Employees _
Employees, _

Acres _

Acres .,....,..-=-:::_
Acres 11.08
Acres _

Development Type:

D Residential: Units _
D Office: Sq.ft. _
1RJ Commercial:Sq.ft. _
D Industrial: Sq.ft. _
D Educational:
D Recreational-:------------------

D Water Facilities:Type _

Project Issues Discussed in Document:

[RJ AestheticNisual D Fiscal 1RJ Recreation/Parks
[RJ Agricultural Land 1RJ Flood PlainlFlooding 1RJ Schools/Universities
[RJ Air Quality 1RJ Forest Land/Fire Hazard 1RJ Septic Systems
[RJ Archeological/Historical 1RJ Geologic/Seismic 1RJ Sewer Capacity
[RJ Biological Resources 1RJ Minerals 1RJ Soil Erosion/Compaction/Grading
o Coastal Zone 1RJ Noise 1RJ Solid Waste
[RJ Drainage/Absorption 1RJ Population/Housing Balance 1RJ Toxic/Hazardous
o Economic/Jobs 1RJ Public ServiceslFacilities 1RJ Traffic/Circulation

o Vegetation
1RJ Water Quality
1RJ Water Supply/Groundwater
1RJ WetlandlRiparian
o Growth Inducement
1RJ Land Use
1RJ Cumulative Effects
o Other:-------

Present Land UselZoning/General Plan Designation:
None/AE-20 (Exclusive Agricultural; 20-acre minimum parcel size )/Agriculture--------------------------------------------Project Description: (please use a separate page if necessary)
Allow a commercial coach for office use and a tank farm for the storage and sale of agricultural chemicals and fertilizers
together with the existing improvements on two contiguous parcels totaling 11.08 acres in the AE-20 (Exclusive Agricultural,
20-acre minimum parcel size) Zone District. The project site is located on the southwest corner ofW. Shaw Avenue and Dos
Palos Avenue (State Route 33) approximately 2.1 miles south of the City of Firebaugh (35035 W. Shaw Avenue, Mendota, CAl
(SUP. DIST. 1) (APN 012-091-465 & 475).

Note: The State Clearill[;lwase will assi[;!l idelll({icatioll!lumlJersJiJr all new pr<~iects. ({a SCH !lumber already exists!or a project (e.[;, Notice 'if Preparatio!l or
previous drq/i documellt) please JUI ill.

Revised 2010



Reviewing Agencies Checklist
Lead Agencies may recommend State Clearinghouse distribution by marking agencies below with and "X".
If you have already sent your document to the agency please denote that with an "8".

x

x

x
x

x

x

Air Resources Board

Boating & Waterways, Department of

California Emergency Management Agency

California Highway Patrol

Caltrans District #Fresttl

Caltrans Division of Aeronautics

Caltrans Planning

Central Valley Flood Protection Board

Coachella Valley Mtns. Conservancy

Coastal Commission

Colorado River Board

Conservation, Department of

Corrections, Department of

Delta Protection Commission

Education, Department of

Energy Commission

Fish & Game Region #

Food & Agriculture, Department of

Forestry and Fire Protection, Department of

General Services, Department of

Health Services, Department of

Housing & Community Development

Native American Heritage Commission

Office of Historic Preservation

Office of Public School Construction

__ Parks & Recreation, Department of

___ Pesticide Regulation, Department of

Public Utilities Commission

_x__ Regional WQCB #Fresttl

__ Resources Agency

__ Resources Recycling and Recovery, Department of

__ S.F. Bay Conservation & Development Comm.

__ San Gabriel & Lower L.A. Rivers & Mtns. Conservancy

__ San Joaquin River Conservancy

___ Santa Monica Mtns. Conservancy

State Lands Commission

SWRCB: Clean Water Grants

_x__ SWRCB: Water Quality

__ SWRCB: Water Rights

__ Tahoe Regional Planning Agency

x__ Toxic Substances Control, Department of

_x__ Water Resources, Department of

x Other: U. S. Fish & Wildlife Service

x Other: S.J.valley Air Pollution Control District

Local Public Review Period (to be filled in by lead agency)

Starting Date December 6, 2017

Lead Agency (Complete if applicable):

Consulting Firm: County of Fresno
Address: 2220 Tulare Street, 6th Floor
City/State/Zip: Fresno, CA 93721
Contact: Ejaz Ahmad, Planner
Phone: (559) 600-4204

Signature of Lead Agency Representative: ---'

Ending Date January 5, 2018

Applicant: Randy Delerio, High Desert Ag. Inc.
Address: 36197 W. North Avenue
City/State/Zip: Mendota, CA 93640
Phone: (559) 65-6800

Date:

Authority cited: Section 21083, Public Resources Code. Reference: Section 21161, Public Resources Code.

Revi~ed 2010



REVIEWING AGENCIES CHECKLIST

Resources Agency
Boating & Waterways
Coastal Commission
Coastal Conservancy

Colorado River Board
_x__ Conservation
_x__ Fish & Game
_x__ Forestry

Office of Historic Preservation
Parks & Recreation
Reclamation
S.F. Bay Conservation & Development Commission

_x_ Water Resources (DWR)

Business, Transportation & Housing

Aeronautics
California Highway Patrol
CALTRANS District #__

Department of Transportation Planning (headquarters)

Housing & Community Development
_x_ Food & Agriculture

Health & Welfare
_X__ Health Services, Fresno County

State & Consumer Services

General Services
OlA (Schools)

Public Review Period (to be filled in by lead agency)

KEY
S = Document sent by lead agency
X = Document sent by SCH
./ = Suggested distribution

Environmental Protection Agency

_x_ Air Resources Board
_x_ APCD/AQMD

California Waste Management Board
SWRCB: Clean Water Grants
SWRCB: Delta Unit

_x_ SWRCB: Water Quality
SWRCB: Water Rights

_x_ Regional WQCB #__ (Fresno County)

Youth & Adult Corrections

Corrections

Independent Commissions & Offices

Energy Commission

Native American Heritage Commission
Public Utilities Commission
Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy

Pesticide regulation, Dept. of
_x_ U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

_x_ Toxic Substances Control, Dept. of

Date__--.:...I=..2.....;"'"f.:....:;>:.-_""..!...I-Ll _

Starting Date:

Signature, +_

Ending Date: January 5, 2018

Lead Agency: Fresno County
Address: 2220 Tulare Street, 6th Floor
City/State/Zip: Fresno, CA 93721
Contact: Ejaz Ahmad, Planner
Phone: (559) 600-4204

Applicant: Randy Delerio, High Desert Ag. Inc.
Address: 36197 W. NOIth Avenue
City/State/Zip Mendota, CA 93640
Phone: (559) 655-6800

For SCH Use Only:
Date Received at SCH:

Date Review Starts:
Date to Agencies: _

Date to SCH: _

Clearance Date: _

Notes:

G:14360Devs&PlnIPROJSECIPROJDOCSICUP\3500-3599135891IS-CEQAICUP 3589 SCB-Reviewing Agencies
Checklistdoc



NOTICE OF INTENT TO ADOPT A
MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION

E201710000337

County ofFresno
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS AND PLANNING

STEVEN E. WHITE, DIRECTOR

~ ~ [L ~ ~
DEC 05 2017 TIME

IDEOAvn

B~Cf{5!L~PUlY
For Count Clerk's Stam

Notice is hereby given that the County of Fresno has prepared Initial Study Application (IS) No.
7349 pursuant to the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act for the following
proposed project:

INITIAL STUDY APPLICATION NO. 7349 and CLASSIFIED CONDITIONAL USE
PERMIT APPLICATION NO. 3589 filed by RANDY DELERIO, HIGH DESERT AG.
INC., proposing to allow a commercial coach for office use and a tank farm for the
storage and sale of agricultural chemicals and fertilizers together with the existing
improvements on two contiguous parcels totaling 11.08 acres in the AE-20 (Exclusive
Agricultural, 20-acre minimum parcel size) Zone District. The project site is located on
the southwest corner of W. Shaw Avenue and Dos Palos Avenue (State Route 33)
approximately 2.1 miles south of the City of Firebaugh (35035 W. Shaw Avenue,
Mendota, CA) (SUP. DIST. 1) (APN 012-091-46S & 47S). Adopt the Mitigated Negative
Declaration prepared for Initial Study Application No. 7349, and take action on Classified
Conditional Use Permit Application No. 3589 with Findings and Conditions.

(hereafter, the "Proposed Project")

The County of Fresno has determined that it is appropriate to adopt a Mitigated Negative
Declaration for the Proposed Project. The purpose of this Notice is to (1) provide notice of the
availability of IS Application No. 7349 and the draft Mitigated Negative Declaration, and request
written comments thereon; and (2) provide notice of the public hearing regarding the Proposed
Project.

Public Comment Period

The County of Fresno will receive written comments on the Proposed Project and Mitigated
Negative Declaration from December 6, 2017 through January 5, 2018.

Email writtencommentstoeahmad@coJresno.ca.us. or mail comments to:

Fresno County Department of Public Works and Planning
Development Services Division
Attn: Ejaz Ahmad
2220 Tulare Street, Suite A
Fresno, CA 93721

E201710000337

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DIVISION
2220 Tulare Street. Sixth Floor / Fresno, California 93721 / Phone (559) 600-4497 /600-4022 /600-4540 / FAX 600-4200

The County of Fresno is an Equal Employment Opportunity Employer
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IS Application No. 7349 and the draft Mitigated Negative Declaration may be viewed at the
above address Monday through Thursday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., and Friday, 8:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. (except holidays). An electronic copy of the draft Mitigated Negative Declaration for
the Proposed Project may be obtained from Ejaz Ahmad at the addresses above.

Public Hearing

The Planning Commission will hold a public hearing to consider approving the Proposed Project and
the Mitigated Negative Declaration on January 11, 2018, at 8:45 a.m., or as soon thereafter as
possible) in Room 301, Hall of Records, Tulare & "M" Streets, Fresno, CA. Interested persons are
invited to appear at the hearing and comment on the Proposed Project and draft Mitigated Negative
Declaration.

For questions please call Ejaz Ahmad at (559) 600-4204.

Published: December 6,2017

E20\1 \00003"31
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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS AND PLANNING
STEVEN Eo WHITE, DIRECTOR

County of resno

INITIAL STUDY
ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST FORM

1. Project title:
Initial Study Application No. 7349, Classified Conditional Use Permit Application No. 3589

2. Lead agency name and address:
Fresno County Department of Public Works and Planning
Development Services Division
2220 Tulare Street, 6th Floor
Fresno, CA 93721-2104

3. Contact person and phone number:
Ejaz Ahmad, Planner, (559) 600-4204

4. Project location:
The project site is located on southwest corner of W. Shaw Avenue and Dos Palos Avenue (State Route 33)
approximately 2.1 miles south of the City of Firebaugh (35035 W. Shaw Avenue, Mendota, CA) (SUP. DIST. 1)
(APN 012-091-46S &47S).

5. Project Applicant's name and address:
Randy Delario
High Desert Ag. Inc
36197 W. North Avenue
Mendota, CA 93640

6. General Plan designation:
Agriculture

7. Zoning:
AE-20 (Exclusive Agricultural, 20-acre minimum parcel size)

8. Description of project: (Describe the whole action involved, including, but not limited to, later phases of the
project, and any secondary, support, or off-site features necessary for its implementation. Attach additional
sheets if necessary.)

Allow a commercial coach for office use and a tank farm for the storage and sale of agricultural chemicals and
fertilizers together with the existing improvements on two contiguous parcels totaling 11.08 acres in the AE-20
(Exclusive Agricultural, 20-acre minimum parcel size) Zone District.

9. Surrounding land uses and setting: Briefly describe the project's surroundings:
The project site is located on southwest corner of W. Shaw Avenue and Dos Palos Avenue (State Route 33)
approximately 2.1 miles south of the City of Firebaugh (35035 W. Shaw Avenue, Mendota, CA) (SUP. DIST. 1)
(APN 012-091-46S &47S).

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DIVISION
2220 Tulare Street, Sixth Floor 1Fresno, California 93721 1Phone (559) 600·4497/600-4022/600·45401 FAX 600·4200

The County of Fresno is an Equal Employment Opportunity Employer



ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED:

The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by this project, involving at least one impact that is
a "Potentially Significant Impact" as indicated by the checklist on the following pages.

D Aesthetics D Agriculture and Forestry Resources

D Air Quality D Biological Resources

D Cultural Resources D Geology/Soils

D Hazards and Hazardous Materials D HydrologylWater Quality

D Land Use/Planning D Mineral Resources

D Noise D Population/Housing

D Public Services D Recreation

D TransportationlTraffic D Utilities/Service Systems

D Mandatory Findings of Significance D Greenhouse Gas Emissions

DETERMINATION OF REQUIRED ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT:

On the basis of this initial evaluation:

D I find that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment. A NEGATIVE
DECLARATION WILL BE PREPARED.

[g] I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, there will not be
a significant effect in this case because the Mitigation Measures described on the attached sheet have been
added to the project. A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION WILL BE PREPARED.

D I find the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT REPORT is required

D I find that as a result of the proposed project, no new effects could occur, or new Mitigation Measures would
be required that have not been addressed within the scope of a previous Environmental Impact Report.

PERFORMED BY:

Ejaz Ahmad, Planner

Date: -=...::.._...:::::-_-:::.. _

REVIEWED BY:

Date: __\1_-_:::.__0_- _

EA:
G:\4360Devs&Pln\PROJSEC\PROJDOCS\CUP\3500-3599\3589\1S-CEQA\CUP3589 IS cklist.docx

Initial Study Environmental Checklist Form - Page 2



INITIAL STUDY
ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST FORM

(Initial Study Application No. 7349 and
Classified Conditional Use Permit

Application No. 3589)

The following checklist is used to determine if the
proposed project could potentially have a significant
effect on the environment. Explanations and information
regarding each question follow the checklist.

1 = No Impact

2 =Less Than Significant Impact

3 = Less Than Significant Impact with Mitigation
Incorporated

4 =Potentially Significant Impact

I. AESTHETICS

Would the project:

_1_ a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista?

_1_ b) Substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not
limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, and historic buildings
within a state scenic highway?

--L c) Substantially degrade the existing visual character or quality
of the site and its surroundings?

.2... d) Create a new source of substantial light or glare that would
adversely affect day or nighttime views in the area?

II. AGRICULTURAL AND FORESTRY RESOURCES

Would the project:

--L a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of
Statewide Importance, as shown on the maps prepared
pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program
of the California Resources Agency, to non-agricultural use?

--L b) Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a
Williamson Act Contract?

--L c) Conflict with existing zoning for forest land, timberland or
timberland zoned Timberland Production?

--L d) Result in the loss of forest land or conversion of forest land
to non-forest use?

--L e) Involve other changes in the existing environment which,
due to their location or nature, could result in conversion of
Farmland to non-agricultural use or conversion of forest land
to non-forest use?

III. AIR QUALITY

Would the project:

--L a) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable Air
Quality Plan?

--L b) Violate any air quality standard or contribute substantially to
an existing or projected air quality violation?

--L c) Result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any
criteria pollutant for which the project region is non­
attainment under applicable Federal or State ambient air
quality standards (including releasing emissions which
exceed quantitative thresholds for ozone precursors)?

--L d) Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant
concentrations?

_1_ e) Create objectionable odors affecting a substantial number of
people?

IV. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES

Would the project:

_1_ a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through
habitat modifications, on any species identified as a
candidate, sensitive, or special-status species in local or
regional plans, policies, or regulations, or by the California
Department of Fish and Wildlife or U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service?

_1_ b) Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or
other sensitive natural community identified in local or
regional plans, policies, regulations, or by the California
Department of Fish and Wildlife or U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service?

_1_ c) Have a substantial adverse effect on federally-protected
wetlands as defined by Section 404 of the Clean Water Act
(including, but not limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal,
etc.) through direct removal, filling, hydrological interruption,
or other means?

_1_ d) Interfere substantially with the movement of any native
resident or migratory fish or wildlife species or with
established native resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or
impede the use of native wildlife nursery sites?

_1_ e) Conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting
biological resources, such as a tree preservation policy or
ordinance?

_1_ f) Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat
Conservation Plan, Natural Community Conservation Plan,
or other approved local, regional, or state Habitat
Conservation Plan?

I V. CULTURAL RESOURCES

Would the project:

.2... a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a
historical resource as defined in Public Resources Code
Section 15064.5?

.2... b) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of an
archaeological resource pursuant to Public Resources Code
Section 15064.5?

.2... c) Directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological
resource or site, or unique geologic feature?

.2... d) Disturb any human remains, including those interred outside
of formal cemeteries?

--L e) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a
tribal cultural resource as defined in Public Resources Code
Section 21074?

I VI. GEOLOGY AND SOILS

Would the project:

a) Expose people or structures to potential substantial adverse
effects, including the risk of loss, injury, or death involving:

_1_ i) Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as delineated on
the most recent Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning
Map issued by the State Geologist for the area or based
on other substantial evidence of a known fault?

_1_ ii) Strong seismic ground shaking?

_1_ iii) Seismic-related ground failure, including liquefaction?

_1_ iv) Landslides?

--L b) Result in substantial soil erosion or loss of topsoil?

_1_ c) Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable, or that
would become unstable as a result of the project, and
potentially result in on- or off-site landslide, lateral spreading,
sUbsidence, liquefaction, or collapse?

Initial Study Environmental Checklist Form - Page 3



_1_ d) Be located on expansive soil as defined in Table 18-1-B of
the Uniform BUilding Code (1994), creating substantial risks
to life or property?

_1_ e) Have soils incapable of adequately supporting the use of
septic tanks or alternative waste water disposal systems
where sewers are not available for the disposal of waste
water?

VII. GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS

Would the project:

--L a) Generate greenhouse gas emissions, either directly or
indirectly, that may have a significant impact on the
environment?

--L 12) Conflict with an applicable plan, policy or regulation adopted
for the purpose of reducing the emissions of greenhouse
gases?

VIII. HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS

Would the project:

--L a) Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment
through the routine transport, use, or disposal of hazardous
materials?

--L b) Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment
through reasonably foreseeable upset and accident
conditions involving the release of hazardous materials into
the environment?

--L c) Create hazardous emissions or utilize hazardous or acutely
hazardous materials, substances, or waste within one­
quarter mile of an existing or proposed school?

_1_ d) Be located on a site which is included on a list of hazardous
materials sites compiled pursuant to Government Code
Section 65962.5 and, as a result, would it create a significant
hazard to the public or the environment?

_1_ e) Result in a safety hazard for people residing or working in
the project area for a project located within an Airport Land
Use Plan or, where such a Plan has not been adopted,
within two miles of a public airport or public use airport?

_1_ f) Result in a safety hazard for people residing or working in
the project area for a project within the vicinity of a private
airstrip?

_1_ g) Impair implementation of or physically interfere with an
adopted Emergency Response Plan or Emergency
Evacuation Plan?

_1_ h) Expose people or structures to a significant risk of loss,
injury or death involving wildland fires, including where
wildlands are adjacent to urbanized areas or where
residences are intermixed with wildlands?

IX. HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY

Would the project:

_1_ a) Violate any water quality standards or waste discharge
requirements?

_1_ b) Substantially deplete groundwater supplies or interfere
substantially with groundwater recharge such that there
would be a net deficit in aquifer volume or a lowering of the
local groundwater table level (e.g., the production rate of
pre-existing nearby wells would drop to a level which would
not support existing land uses or planned uses for which
permits have been granted)?

--L c) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or
area, including through the alteration of the course of a
stream or river, in a manner which would result in substantial
erosion or siltation on or off site?

--L d) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or
area, including through the alteration of the course of a
stream or river, or substantially increase the rate or amount
of surface runoff in a manner which would result in flooding
on or off site?

--L e) Create or contribute runoff water which would exceed the
capacity of existing or planned storm water drainage
systems or provide substantial additional sources of polluted
runoff?

_1_ f) Otherwise sUbstantially degrade water quality?

_1_ g) Place housing within a 1OO-year flood hazard area as
mapped on a Federal Flood Hazard Boundary or Flood
Insurance Rate Map or other flood hazard delineation map?

_1_ h) Place within a 1OO-year flood hazard area structures which
would impede or redirect flood flows?

_1_ i) Expose people or structures to a significant risk of loss,
injury or death involving flooding, including flooding as a
result of the failure of a levee or dam?

_1_ j) Cause inundation by seiche, tsunami, or mudflow?

X. LAND USE AND PLANNING

Would the project:

_1_ a) Physically divide an established community?

--L b) Conflict with any applicable land use plan, policy, or
regulation of an agency with jurisdiction over the project
(including, but not limited to, the General Plan, Specific Plan,
local coastal program, or Zoning Ordinance) adopted for the
purpose of avoiding or mitigating an environmental effect?

_1_ c) Conflict with any applicable Habitat Conservation Plan or
Natural Community Conservation Plan?

XI. MINERAL RESOURCES

Would the project:

_1_ a) Result in the loss of availability of a known mineral resource
that would be of value to the region and the residents of the
state?

_1_ b) Result in the loss of availability of a locally-important mineral
resource recovery site delineated on a local General Plan,
Specific Plan or other land use plan?

I XII. NOISE

Would the project:

--L a) Expose persons to or generate noise levels in excess of
standards established in the local General Plan or Noise
Ordinance, or applicable standards of other agencies?

--L b) Expose persons to or generate excessive ground-borne
vibration or ground-borne noise levels?

--L c) Create a substantial permanent increase in ambient noise
levels in the project vicinity above levels existing without the
project?

--L d) Create a substantial temporary or periodic increase in
ambient noise levels in the project vicinity above levels
existing without the project?

_1_ e) Expose people residing or working in the project area to
excessive noise levels, for a project located within an Airport
Land Use Plan or, where such a Plan has not been adopted,
within two miles of a public airport or public use airport?

_1_ f) Expose people residing or working in the project area to
excessive noise levels, for a project within the vicinity of a
private airstrip?

XIII. POPULATION AND HOUSING

Would the project:

_1_ a) Induce substantial population growth in an area, either
directly (for example, by proposing new homes and
businesses) or indirectly (for example, through extension of
roads or other infrastructure)?

_1_ b) Displace substantial numbers of existing housing,
necessitating the construction of replacement housing
elsewhere?

Initial Study Environmental Checklist Form - Page 4



_1_ c) Displace substantial numbers of people, necessitating the
construction of replacement housing elsewhere?

XIV. PUBLIC SERVICES

Would the project:

Result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated with
the provision of new or physically-altered governmental facilities,
or the need for new or physically-altered governmental facilities,
the construction of which could cause significant environmental
impacts, in order to maintain acceptable service ratios, response
times or other performance objectives for any of the public
services:

2 a) Fire protection?

_1_ b) Police protection?

_1_ c) Schools?

_1_ d) Parks?

_1_ e) Other public facilities?

XV. RECREATION

Would the project:

_1_ a) Increase the use of existing neighborhood and regional
parks or other recreational facilities such that substantial
physical deterioration of the facility would occur or be
accelerated?

_1_ b) Include recreational facilities or require the construction or
expansion of recreational facilities which might have an
adverse physical effect on the environment?

XVI. TRANSPORTATION I TRAFFIC

Would the project:

2 a) Conflict with an applicable plan, ordinance or policy
establishing measures of effectiveness for the performance
of the circulation system, taking into account all modes of
transportation including mass transit and non-motorized
travel and relevant components of the circulation system,
including, but not limited to, intersections, streets, highways
and freeways, pedestrian and bicycle paths, and mass
transit?

2 b) Conflict with an applicable Congestion Management
Program including, but not limited to, level of service
standards and travel demand measures, or other standards
established by the County congestion management agency
for designated roads or highways?

_1_ c) Result in a change in air traffic patterns, including either an
increase in traffic levels or a change in location, which
results in substantial safety risks?

_1_ d) Substantially increase hazards due to a design feature (e.g.,
sharp curves or dangerous intersections) or incompatible
uses (e.g., farm equipment)?

_1_ e) Result in inadequate emergency access?

_1_ f) Conflict with adopted policies, plans or programs regarding
public transit, bicycle, or pedestrian facitilies, or otherwise
decrease the performance or safety of such facilities?

XVII. UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS

Would the project:

_1_ a) Exceed wastewater treatment requirements of the applicable
Regional Water Quality Control Board?

_1_ b) Require or result in the construction of new water or
wastewater treatment facilities or expansion of existing
facilities, the construction of which could cause significant
environmental effects?

2 c) Require or result in the construction of new storm water
drainage facilities or expansion of existing facilities, the
construction of which could cause significant environmental
effects?

---L d) Have sufficient water supplies available to service the
project from existing entitlements and resources, or are new
or expanged entitlements needed?

_1_ e) Result in a determination by the wastewater treatment
provider which serves or may serve the project that it has
adequate capacity to serve the project's projected demand
in addition to the provider's existing commitments?

_1_ f) Be served by a landfill with sufficient permitted capacity to
accommodate the project's solid waste disposal needs?

_1_ g) Comply with federal, state, and local statutes and
regulations related to solid waste?

XVIII. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE

Would the project:

2 a) Have the potential to degrade the quality of the environment,
substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife species,
cause a fish or wildlife population to drop below self­
sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal
community, reduce the number or restrict the range of a rare
or endangered plant or animal or eliminate important
examples of the major periods of California history or
prehistory?

2 b) Have impacts that are individually limited, but cumulatively
considerable? ("Cumulatively considerable" means that the
incremental effects of a project are considerable when
viewed in connection with the effects of past projects, the
effects of other current projects, and the effects of probable
future projects.)

_1_ c) Have environmental effects which wilt cause substantial
adverse effects on human beings, either directly or
indirectly?

Documents Referenced:

This Initial Study is referenced by the documents listed below. These documents are available for pUblic review at the
County of Fresno, Department of Public Works and Planning, Development Services Division, 2220 Tulare Street, Suite
A, Fresno, California (corner of M &Tulare Streets).

Fresno County General Plan, Policy Document and Final EIR
Fresno County Zoning Ordinance
Important Farmland 2010 Map, State Department of Conservation

EA:
G:\4360Devs&Pln\PROJSEC\PROJDOCS\CUP\3500-3599\3589\IS-CEQA\CUP3589 IS cklist.docx
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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS AND PLANNING
STEVEN E. WHITE, DIRECTOR

COUll ofFresno

APPLICANT:

EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS

Randy Delerio, High Desert Ag. Inc.

APPLICATION NOS.: Initial Study Application No. 7349 and Classified Conditional
Use Permit Application No. 3589

DESCRIPTION:

LOCATION:

I. AESTHETICS

Allow a commercial coach for office use and a tank farm for
the storage and sale of agricultural chemicals and fertilizers
together with the existing improvements on two contiguous
parcels totaling 11.08 acres in the AE-20 (Exclusive
Agricultural, 20-acre minimum parcel size) Zone District.

The project site is located on the southwest corner of W.
Shaw Avenue and Dos Palos Avenue (State Route 33)
approximately 2.1 miles south of the City of Firebaugh
(35035 W. Shaw Avenue, Mendota, CA) (SUP. DIST. 1)
(APN 012-091-46S &47S).

A. Would the project have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista; or

B. Would the project substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not limited to,
trees, rock outcroppings, and historic buildings within a State scenic highway?

FINDING: NO IMPACT:

The project site is located in an agricultural area and developed with improvements
related to a former produce packing facility. Surrounding land uses include agriculture­
related businesses, field crops, vineyard, and orchards with sparse single-family
residences. The property is not located along a designated scenic highway (State
Route 33) and no scenic vistas or scenic resources were identified on or near the
property.

C. Would the project substantially degrade the existing visual character or quality of the
site and its surroundings?

FINDING: LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT:

The subject proposal would allow a 2,130 square-foot commercial coach for office use
and 200,OOO-gallon of storage tanks (total) for the storage of liquid fertilizers. The

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DIVISION
2220 Tulare Street, Sixth Floor / Fresno, California 93721 / Phone (559) 600-4497 / 600-4022 / 600-4540 / FAX 600-4200

The County of Fresno is an Equal Employment Opportunity Employer



office, the tank farm, and the existing improvements on the property will used in
conjunction with a commercial operation involving the storage and sale of agricultural
chemicals and fertilizers to local farmers and ranchers. The existing improvements
include a 10,158 square-foot building to be used for storage of products and a 12,474
square-foot vacant building. The future improvements proposed by this application
include a 1,ODD-gallon fuel storage tank, SOD-gallon propane tank, and a scale.

The proposed storage tanks are 35 feet in height. The tanks and the commercial coach
(office) match in height and look to the existing improvements on the property and those
on adjacent parcels. The proposed improvements will have a less than significant
impact on the visual character or quality of the site and its surroundings.

D. Would the project create a new source of substantial light or glare which would
adversely affect day or nighttime views in the area?

FINDING: LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT WITH MITIGATION INCORPORATED:

According to the Applicant's Operational Statement, the existing outdoor lighting is
sufficient for the subject proposal. However, to minimize any lighting impacts in the
area resulting from this proposal, a mitigation measure would require that all lighting
shall be hooded and directed downward so as to not shine toward adjacent property
and public streets.

* Mitigation Measure

1. All outdoor lighting shall be hooded and directed downward so as to not shine
toward adjacent properties and public streets.

II. AGRICULTURAL AND FORESTRY RESOURCES

A. Would the project convert prime or unique farmlands or farmland of state-wide
importance to non-agricultural use; or

B. Would the project conflict with existing agricultural zoning or Williamson Act Contracts;
or

C. Would the project conflict with existing zoning for or cause rezoning of forest land,
timberland, or timberland zoned Timberland Production; or

D. Would the project result in the loss of forest land or conversion of forest land to non­
forest use; or

E. Would the project involve other changes in the existing environment which, due to their
location or nature, could result in conversion of Farmland to non-agricultural uses or
conversion of forest land to non-forest use?

FINDING: LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT:
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The project site is not an active farmland, forestland, or timberland. The project is not in
conflict with Agriculture zoning on the property and is an allowed use on land
designated for agriculture with discretionary approval and adherence to the applicable
General Plan Policies. The site is classified as Urban and Built-Up Land and Confined
Animal Agriculture on the 2010 Fresno County Important Farmland Map, is not subject
to a Williamson Act Land Conservation Contract, and developed with improvements
related to a former produce packing facility. The proposed improvements are
complimentary to the existing improvements on and near the property.

The Fresno County Agricultural Commissioner's Office reviewed the proposal and
expressed no concerns with the project.

III. AIR QUALITY

A. Would the project conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable Air Quality
Plan; or

B. Would the project violate any air quality standard or contribute to an existing or
projected air quality violation; or

C. Would the project result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria
pollutant for which the project region is non-attainment under a Federal or State ambient
air quality standard; or

D. Would the project expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations?

FINDING: LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT:

According to the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District, the project specific
annual emissions of criteria pollutants will not exceed District significance thresholds of
100 tons/year CO, 10 tons/year NOX, 10 tons/year ROG, 27 tons/year SOx, 15
tons/year PM10 or 15 tons/year PM2.5. As such, the project will have a less than
significant impact on air quality and is also not subject to Air District Rule 9510.

The project will be subject to District Rule 2010 (Permits Required) and Rule 2201 (New
and Modified Stationary Source Review), and would require the Applicant to contact the
District's Small Business Assistance office regarding the requirements for an Authority
to Construct (ATC) application and identify other District rules and regulations that apply
to the project. These requirements will be included as Project Notes.

E. Would the project create objectionable odors affecting a substantial number of people?

FINDING: NO IMPACT:

The San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District review of the proposal identified no
concerns related to odor. No impact would occur.
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IV. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES

A. Would the project have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through habitat
modifications, on any candidate, sensitive, or special-status species; or

B. Would the project have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or other
sensitive natural community identified in local or regional plans, policies, regulations, or
by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) or U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service (USFWS); or

C. Would the project have a substantial adverse effect on federally-protected wetlands as
defined by Section 404 of the Clean Water Act through direct removal, filling,
hydrological interruption or other means; or

D. Would the project interfere substantially with the movement of any native resident or
migratory fish or wildlife species or with established native resident or migratory wildlife
corridors, or impede the use of native wildlife nursery sites; or

E. Would the project conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological
resources, such as a tree preservation policy or ordinance?

FINDING: NO IMPACT:

As noted above, a produce packing facility previously operated on the subject property.
The property has been disturbed with the existing improvements related to that use,
contains no riparian features, and provides no suitable habitat for the state and
federally-listed species.

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) and U.S. Department of Fish
and Wildlife Service (USFWS) reviewed the proposal and expressed no concerns with
the project. Therefore, no impacts were identified in regard to: 1) any candidate,
sensitive, or special-status species; 2) any riparian habitat or other sensitive natural
community identified in local or regional plans, policies, regulations, or by CDFW or
USFWS; 3) federally-protected wetlands as defined by Section 404 of the Clean Water
Act; or 4) the movement of any native resident or migratory fish or wildlife species or
established native resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or impeding the use of native
wildlife nursery sites.

F. Would the project conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan,
Natural Community Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional, or state
habitat conservation plan?

FINDING: NO IMPACT:

The project will not conflict with any biological resources related to tree preservation
policy or any adopted Conservation Plans.
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V. CULTURAL RESOURCES

A. Would the project cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical
resource as defined in Section 15064.5; or

B. Would the project cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of an
archeological resource pursuant to Section 15064.5; or

C. Would the project directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological resource or site
or unique geologic feature; or

D. Would the project disturb any human remains, including those interred outside of formal
cemeteries?

FINDING: LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT WITH MITIGATION INCORPORATED:

The project site is not within or near an area sensitive to historical, archeological or
paleontological resources. Although, the project is not expected to impact these
resources, a mitigation measure would require that in case archeological resources are
uncovered, all work must be stopped until a qualified archeologist evaluates the
findings, and if human remains are discovered, the Fresno County Sheriff-Coroner shall
be notified. Further, if the remains are of Native Americans, the Sheriff-Coroner shall
also notify to the Native American Commission (NAHC) within 24 hours of discovery in
accordance with California Health and Safety Code 7050.5 and Public Resource Code
5097.98.

* Mitigation Measure

1. In the event that cultural resources are unearthed during ground-disturbing
activities, all work shall be halted in the area of the find. An Archeologist should
be called to evaluate the findings and make any necessary mitigation
recommendations. If human remains are unearthed during ground-disturbing
activities, no further disturbance is to occur until the Fresno County Sheriff­
Coroner has made the necessary findings as to origin and disposition. All normal
evidence procedures should be followed by photos, reports, video, etc. If such
remains are determined to be Native American, the Sheriff-Coroner must notify
the Native American Commission within 24 hours.

E. Would the project cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a tribal
cultural resource as defined in Public Resources Code Section 21074?

FINDING: LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT:

With adherence to the above-noted mitigation measure, the project will have less than
significant impact on tribal cultural resources as defined in Public Resources Code
Section 21074. The project was routed to the Santa Rosa and Dumna Wo Wah Tribal
Governments.
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VI. GEOLOGY AND SOILS

A. Would the project expose people or structures to potential substantial adverse effects,
including risk of loss, injury or death involving:

1. Rupture of a known earthquake; or

2. Strong seismic ground shaking; or

3. Seismic-related ground failure, including liquefaction; or

4. Landslides?

FINDING: NO IMPACT:

The project is not located within a fault zone. As such, it will not create a substantial
risk or expose people or structures to earthquake rupture, strong seismic ground
shaking, seismic-related ground failure, liquefaction or landslides.

B. Would the project result in substantial erosion or loss of topsoil?

FINDING: LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT:

According to the Development Engineering Section of the Fresno County Department of
Public Works and Planning: 1) any additional runoff generated by the proposed
development shall be retained or disposed of per County Standards; and 2) a Grading
Permit or Voucher shall be required for any grading proposed with this application.
These requirements will be included as Project Notes.

C. Would the project result in on-site or off-site landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence,
liquefaction or collapse; or

D. Would the project be located on expansive soils, creating substantial risks to life or
property?

FINDING: NO IMPACT:

The project is not located within an area of known risk of landslides, lateral spreading,
subsidence, liquefaction, or collapse, or within an area of known expansive soils.

E. Would the project have soils incapable of adequately supporting the use of septic tanks
or alternative disposal systems where sewers are not available for wastewater
disposal?

FINDING: NO IMPACT:

The proposed commercial coach will require an individual sewage disposal system on
the property.
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The Fresno County Department of Public Health, Environmental Health Division
reviewed the proposal and expressed no concerns related to sewage disposal.

VII. GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS

A Would the project generate greenhouse gas emissions, either directly or indirectly, that
may have a significant impact on the environment; or

B. Would the project conflict with any applicable plan, policy or regulation adopted for the
purpose of reducing the emissions of greenhouse gases?

FINDING: LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT:

Comments received from the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District
expressed no specific project-related concerns, supporting the determination that the
project will not generate greenhouse gas emissions, either directly or indirectly, that
may have a significant impact on the environment. The project will adhere to Air District
Rules discussed above in Section III. AB.CD. Air Quality.

VIII. HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS

A Would the project create a significant public hazard through routine transport, use or
disposal of hazardous materials; or

B. Would the project create a significant public hazard involving accidental release of
hazardous materials into the environment; or

C. Would the project create hazardous emissions or utilize hazardous materials,
substances or waste within one quarter-mile of a school?

FINDING: LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT:

The project entails agricultural chemical and fertilizer sales to local farmers and
ranchers. The facility will receive pre-manufactured, prepacked, dry and liquid fertilizers
in bulk. The products will be stored in the existing buildings and the storage tanks and
sold to the customers per the order received. No mixing or blending of chemicals and
fertilizer will occur on the property.

The Fresno County Department of Public Health, Environmental Health Division
reviewed the project and requires that facilities proposing to use and/or store hazardous
materials and/or hazardous wastes shall meet the requirements set forth in the
California Health and Safety Code (HSC), Division 20, Chapter 6.95, and the California
Code of Regulations (CCR), Title 22, Division 4.5. Further, all hazardous waste shall be
handled in accordance with requirements set forth in the California Code of Regulations
(CCR), Title 22, Division 4.5. These requirements will be included as Project Notes.

The nearest school, Firebaugh High School, in the City of Firebaugh, is approximately
2.7 miles north of the proposal.
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D. Would the project be located on a hazardous materials site?

FINDING: NO IMPACT:

The project site has not been identified as a hazardous materials site. No concerns
were expressed by the Fresno County Department of Public Health, Environmental
Health Division.

E. Would a project located within an airport land use plan or, absent such a plan, within
two miles of a public airport or public use airport, result in a safety hazard for people
residing or working in the project area; or

F. Would a project located within the vicinity of a private airstrip result in a safety hazard
for people residing or working in the project area?

FINDING: NO IMPACT:

The project site is not located within an Airport Land Use Plan area, two miles of a
public use airport, or in the vicinity of a private airstrip. The nearest airport, William
Robert Johnston Municipal Airport in City of Mendota, is approximately 3.8 miles south
of the proposal.

G. Would the project impair implementation of or physically interfere with an adopted
Emergency Response Plan or Emergency Evacuation Plan?

FINDING: NO IMPACT:

The project site is located in an area where existing emergency response times for fire
protection, emergency medical services, and sheriff protection meet adopted standards.
The project does not include any characteristics (e.g., permanent road closures) that
would physically impair or otherwise interfere with emergency response or evacuation in
the project vicinity. These conditions preclude the possibility of the proposed project
conflicting with an emergency response or evacuation plan. No impacts would occur.

H. Would the project expose people or structures to a significant risk of loss, injury or death
involving wildland fires, including where wildlands are adjacent to urbanized areas or
where residences are intermixed with wildlands?

FINDING: NO IMPACT:

The project site is not within or adjacent to a wildland fire area. The project will not
expose persons or structures to wildland fire hazards.

IX. HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY

A. Would the project violate any water quality standards or waste discharge requirements
or otherwise degrade water quality?
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FINDING: NO IMPACT:

See discussion in Section VI. E. Geology and Soils. The project will not violate any
waste discharge requirements or impact groundwater quality. No concerns in that
regard were expressed by the Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board.

Las Deltas Mutual Water Company (LDMWC) currently provides potable community
water to the property. This water is treated and purchased from the City of Firebaugh,
which does its own water testing. Water is also tested by LDMWC monthly.

B. Would the project substantially deplete groundwater supplies or interfere substantially
with groundwater recharge so that there would be a net deficit in aquifer volume or a
lowering of the local groundwater table?

FINDING: NO IMPACT:

According to the Applicant, an estimated 250 gallons of water per day will be used
during the operation of the facility. The project will not impact groundwater supplies, as
Las Deltas Mutual Water Company currently provides potable water to the site.

The Water and Natural Resources Division of the Fresno County Department of Public
Works and Planning reviewed the proposal and expressed no concerns with the project.

C. Would the project substantially alter existing drainage patterns, including alteration of
the course of a stream or river, in a manner which would result in substantial erosion or
siltation on or off site; or

D. Would the project substantially alter existing drainage patterns, including alteration of
the course of a stream or river, in a manner which would result in flooding on or off site;
or

E. Would the project create or contribute run-off which would exceed the capacity of
existing or planned storm water drainage systems or provide substantial additional
sources of polluted run-off?

FINDING: LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT:

According to the United States Geological Survey (USGS) Quad Maps, there are no
natural drainage channels adjacent or running through the project site.

As noted above in Section VI. B. Geology and Soils, any additional runoff generated by
the proposal will be retained or disposed of, per County Standards and a Grading
Permit or Voucher will be required for any grading proposed with this application.

F. Would the project otherwise substantially degrade water quality?

FINDING: NO IMPACT:
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See discussion in IX. A. above.

G. Would the project place housing within a 1OO-year floodplain?

FINDING: NO IMPACT:

No housing is proposed with this project.

H. Would the project place structures within a 100-year flood hazard area that would
impede or redirect flood flows?

FINDING: NO IMPACT:

According to the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Map, the project site
is not subject to flooding from the 1OO-year storm.

I. Would the project expose persons or structures to levee or dam failure; or

J. Would the project cause inundation by seiche, tsunami or mudflow?

FINDING: NO IMPACT:

The project site is not prone to hazards such as seiche, tsunami or mudflow, nor is the
project exposed to potential levee or dam failure.

X. LAND USE AND PLANNING

A. Will the project physically divide an established community?

FINDING: NO IMPACT:

The project will not physically divide an established community. The nearest city,
Firebaugh, is approximately 2.1 miles north of the project site.

B. Will the project conflict with any Land Use Plan, policy or regulation of an agency with
jurisdiction over the project?

FINDING: LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT:

The project site is designated as Agriculture in the County General Plan, and is located
outside of the Sphere of Influence (SOl) of any incorporated community. The project
will not be subject to a land use plan, policy, or regulation of an agency other than the
County. The project conforms to the following General Plan policies:

General Plan Policy LU-A.3., criteria a.b.c.d., is met in that the project location within an
agricultural area is ideal to serve the farming needs of surrounding farming operations,
is located on a non-agriculture land (Urban & Built-Up Land and Confined Animal
Agriculture), is provided with community water, thereby not affecting groundwater

Evaluation of Environmental Impacts - Page 10



resources, and can be provided with an adequate workforce from the nearby
communities of Firebaugh and Mendota. General Plan Policies LU-A.12 and LU-A.13
are met in that the project sits on a non-agricultural land, is improved with
buildings/structures and paved surfaces related to a former produce packing facility, and
the perimeter fencing separates the site from adjoining farming operations. General
Plan Policies PF-C.17 and PF-D.6 are met in that the project site will continue to receive
potable community water from a water company with no impact on groundwater
resources, and utilize individual sewage disposal system(s) for the office, having no
impact on groundwater quality. General Plan Policies HS-B.1 and HS-F.1 are met in
that the project will comply with the California Code of Regulations Title 24 - Fire Code
and handle all hazardous materials in accordance with applicable hazardous materials
and waste management laws and regulations.

C. Will the project conflict with any applicable Habitat Conservation Plan or Natural
Community Conservation Plan?

FINDING: NO IMPACT:

The project will not conflict with any Habitat Conservation or Natural Community
Conservation Plans.

XI. MINERAL RESOURCES

A. Would the project result in the loss of availability of a known mineral resource; or

B. Would the project result in the loss of availability of a locally-important mineral resource
recovery site designated on a General Plan?

FINDING: NO IMPACT:

No mineral resource impacts were identified in the analysis. The site is not located in a
mineral resource area as identified in Policy OS-C.2 of the General Plan.

XII. NOISE

A. Would the project result in exposure of people to severe noise levels; or

B. Would the project result in exposure of people to or generate excessive ground-borne
vibration or ground-borne noise levels; or

C. Would the project cause a substantial permanent increase in ambientnoise levels in the
project vicinity; or

D. Would the project result in a substantial temporary or periodic increase in ambient noise
levels?

FINDING: LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT:
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The project operation will not expose people to severe noise levels or create substantial
increases in ambient noise levels. Except for loading and unloading of materials for
deliveries, most project related activities will take place within the existing and proposed
buildings.

The Fresno County Department of Public Health, Environmental Health Division
reviewed the proposal and expressed no concerns related to noise.

E. Would the project expose people to excessive noise levels associated with a location
near an airport or a private airstrip; or

F. For a project within the vicinity of a private airstrip, would the project expose people
residing or working in the project area to excessive noise levels?

FINDING: NO IMPACT:

The project site is not located near an airport. The nearest, William Robert Johnston
Municipal Airport in the City of Mendota, is approximately 3.8 miles south of the site.

XIII. POPULATION AND HOUSING

A. Would the project induce substantial population growth either directly or indirectly; or

B. Would the project displace substantial numbers of existing housing; or

C. Would the project displace substantial numbers of people, necessitating the
construction of housing elsewhere?

FINDING: NO IMPACT:

This proposal will not result in an increase of housing, nor will it otherwise induce
population growth.

XIV. PUBLIC SERVICES

A. Would the project result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated with the
provision of new or physically-altered public facilities in the following areas:

1. Fire protection?

FINDING: LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT:

Fresno County Fire Protection District (Cal Fire) reviewed the proposal and identified
no concerns with the project. The project will comply with California Code of
Regulations Title 24 - Fire Code and County-approved site plans will require
approved by the Fire District prior to issuance of building permits by the County.
The project will also require annexation to Community Facilities District No. 2010-01
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of the Fresno County Fire Protection District. These requirements will be included
as Project Notes.

2. Police protection; or

3. Schools; or

4. Parks; or

5. Other public facilities?

FINDING: NO IMPACT:

The project will not have impacts on police services, schools, parks or any other
public facilities.

XV. RECREATION

A. Would the project increase the use of existing neighborhood and regional parks; or

B. Would the project require the construction of or expansion of recreational facilities?

FINDING: NO IMPACT:

No impacts on recreational facilities were identified in the project analysis

XVI. TRANSPORTATIONITRAFFIC

A. Would the project conflict with any applicable plan, ordinance or policy establishing
measures of effectiveness for the performance of the circulation system, taking into
account all modes of transportation; or

B. Would the project conflict with an applicable congestion management program,
including, but not limited to, level of service standards and travel demands measures?

FINDING: LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT:

According to the Applicant's Operational Statement, the project will have eight (8)
employees. In addition, the project involves three to six truck deliveries daily and up to
three (3) visitors to the site. Other incoming deliveries will be one to two times per
month.

The Design Division of the Fresno County Department of Public Works and
Planning reviewed the proposal and expressed no concerns related to traffic nor
required a Traffic Impact Study.

C. Would the project result in a change in air traffic patterns?
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FINDING: NO IMPACT:

The project will not result in a change in air traffic patterns. The tallest structure on the
property (storage tanks) will be 35 feet in height and located approximately 3.8 miles
north of the nearest airport (William Robert Johnston Municipal Airport). The tank
height and the distance from the airport eliminate the possibility of altering air traffic
patterns.

D. Would the project substantially increase traffic hazards due to design features?

FINDING: NO IMPACT:

The application proposed no changes to the current site access. The project site gains
access from Shaw Avenue off State Route 33 (Dos Palos Avenue).

The Road Maintenance and Operations Division and Development Engineering Section
of the Fresno County Department of Public Works and Planning reviewed the proposal
and expressed no concerns related to traffic hazards.

E. Would the project result in inadequate emergency access?

FINDING: NO IMPACT:

The project would not result in on-site or off-site activities that would impair emergency
vehicle movement or personnel. The existing site access off Shaw Avenue is of
sufficient design and construction to accommodate emergency services response to the
site.

F. Would the project conflict with adopted plans, policies or programs regarding public
transit, bicycle or pedestrian facilities or otherwise decrease the performance or safety
of such facilities?

FINDING: NO IMPACT:

The project would not conflict with adopted policies, plans, or programs regarding public
transit, bicycle, or pedestrian facilities, or otherwise decrease the performance or safety
of such facilities. This property is located in a rural area that does not have any
provisions for alternative transportation. The project would not increase traffic volumes
or otherwise affect the use of area roads that may be used by public transit, bicyclists,
and pedestrians.

XVII. UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS

A. Would the project exceed wastewater treatment requirements?

FINDING: NO IMPACT:

See discussion in Section VI. E. Geology and Soils.
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B. Would the project require construction of or the expansion of new water or wastewater
treatment facilities?

FINDING: NO IMPACT:

See discussion in Section IX. A. Hydrology and Water Quality.

C. Would the project require or result in the construction or expansion of new storm water
drainage facilities?

FINDING: LESS THAN SIGNIFICATION IMPACT:

See discussion in Section IX.E Hydrology and Water Quality.

D. Would the project have sufficient water supplies available from existing entitlements and
resources, or are new or expanded entitlements needed?

FINDING: NO IMPACT:

See discussion in Section IX. B. Hydrology and Water Quality.

E. Would the project result in a determination of inadequate wastewater treatment capacity
to serve project demand?

FINDING: LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT:

See discussion in Section VI.E Geology and Soils.

F. Would the project be served by a landfill with sufficient permitted capacity; or

G. Would the project comply with federal, state and local statutes and regulations related to
solid waste?

FINDING: NO IMPACT:

Any solid waste generated by this proposal will be minimal and collected through
regular trash collection service.

XVIII. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE

A. Does the project have the potential to degrade the quality of the environment,
substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife
population to drop below self-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal
community, reduce the number or restrict the range of a rare or endangered plant or
animal, or eliminate important examples of the major periods of California prehistory or
history?

Evaluation of Environmental Impacts - Page 15



FINDING: LESS THAN SINIFICANT IMPACT:

No impacts on biological resources were identified in the project analysis and impacts to
cultural resources as identified in Section V. A. B. C. D. will be mitigated to less than
significant levels.

B. Does the project have impacts that are individually limited, but cumulatively
considerable?

FINDING: LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT:

The project will adhere to the permitting requirements and rules and regulations set
forth by the Fresno County Grading and Drainage Ordinance, San Joaquin Valley Air
Pollution Control District, and California Code of Regulations Fire Code. No
cumulatively considerable impacts were identified in the analysis other than aesthetics,
which will be addressed with the Mitigation Measure discussed in Section 1.0.

C. Does the project have environmental impacts which will cause substantial adverse
effects on human beings, either directly or indirectly?

FINDING: NO IMPACT:

No substantial impacts on human beings, either directly or indirectly, were identified in
the analysis.

CONCLUSION/SUMMARY

Based upon the Initial Study (IS No. 7349) prepared for Conditional Use Permit Application No.
3589, staff has concluded that the project will not have a significant effect on the environment.
It has been determined that there would be no impacts to biological resources, mineral
resources, population and housing, or recreation.

Potential impacts related to agricultural and forestry resources, air quality, geology and soils,
greenhouse gas emissions, hazards and hazardous materials, hydrology and water quality,
land use and planning, noise, public services, transportation/traffic, and utilities and service
systems have been determined to be less than significant.

Potential impacts to aesthetics and cultural resources have been determined to be less than
significant with the identified Mitigation Measure.

A Mitigated Negative Declaration is recommended and is subject to approval by the decision­
making body. The Initial Study is available for review at 2220 Tulare Street, Suite A, street
level, located on the southeast corner of Tulare and "Mil Streets, Fresno, California.

EA: ksn
G:\4360Devs&Pln\PROJSEC\PROJDOCS\CUP\3500-3599\3589\1S-CEQA\CUP3589 IS wU.docx

Evaluation of Environmental Impacts - Page 16



File original and one copy with: Space Below For County Clerk Only.

Fresno County Clerk
2221 Kern Street
Fresno, California 93721

CLK-2046.00 E04-73 ROO-OO

Agency File No:

IS 7349

LOCAL AGENCY
PROPOSED MITIGATED

NEGATIVE DECLARATION

County Clerk File No:

E-

Responsible Agency (Name):

Fresno County

Address (Street and P.O. Box):

2220 Tulare St. Sixth Floor

City:

Fresno

Zip Code:

93721

N/A

Extension:

I chemicals and fertilizers
o(Exclusive

ulation and housing or recreation.

. Application No. 3589, staff has

559

Area Code:

Tulare Street, Suite A, Street Level, located on the southeast

ality, geology and soils, greenhouse gas emissions,
se and planning, noise, public services,
rmined to be less than significant.

urces ha~i6een determined to be less than significant with the

ant impact on the environment.

No impacts were identified relat

Justification for Mitigated Negative Declaration:

FINDING:

The proposed project will not have a si

Project Description:

Allow a commercial coach for office use and a tank farm for t
together with the existing improvements on two contiguous parc "
Agricultural, 20-acre minimum parcel size) Zone Dj ict. The proj
Avenue and Dos Palos Avenue (State Route 33) imately 2.1 ml
Avenue, Mendota, CA) (SUP. DIST. 1) (APN 012- 47S).

Potential impact r
identified mitigation

Based upon the Initial Study (IS 7349
concluded that the project will not

The Initial Study and MN
corner of Tulare and "M" St

Agency Contact Person (Name and Title):

Ejaz Ahmad, Planner

Applicant (Name): Randy Delerio, High Desert Ag. Inc.

Newspaper and Date of Publication: Review Date Deadline:

Fresno Business Journal - December 6 , 2017 January 5, 2018
Date: Type or Print Name: Submitted by (Signature):

December 5, 2017 Marianne Mollring, Senior Planner

State 15083, 15085 County Clerk File No.: _

LOCAL AGENCY
MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION

G:\4360Devs&PlnIPROJSECIPROJDOCSICUPI3500-3599135891IS-CEQAICUP 3589 MND Draft.docx



Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program
Initial Study Application No. 7349

Classified Conditional Use Permit Application No. 3589

Mitigation
Measure I Impact
No.*
*1. I Aesthetics

*2. I Cultural
Resources

Mitigation Measure Language

All outdoor lighting shall be hooded and directed downward so
as to not shine toward adjacent properties and pUblic streets.

In the event that cultural resources are unearthed during
ground-disturbing activities, all work shall be halted in the area
of the find. An Archeologist should be called to evaluate the
findings and make any necessary mitigation recommendations.
If human remains are unearthed during ground-disturbing
activities, no further disturbance is to occur until the Fresno
County Sheriff-Coroner has made the necessary findings as to
origin and disposition. All normal evidence procedures should
be followed by photos, reports, video, etc. If such remains are
determined to be Native American, the Sheriff-Coroner must
notify the Native American Commission within 24 hours.

Implementation Monitoring I Time SpanResponsibility Responsibility

Applicant ApplicantlFresno On-going; for
County Department duration of
of Public Works the project
and Planning
(PWP)

Applicant I ApplicantlPWP I As noted

'MITIGATION MEASURE - Measure specifically applied to the project to mitigate potential adverse environmental effects identified in the environmental document.

EA:
G:14360Devs&PlnIPROJSECIPROJDOCSICUPI3500-3599135891IS-CEQAICUP3589 MMRP-Draft.docx



DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS AND PLANNING
STEVEN E. WHITE, DIRECTOR

DATE: August 22,2017

TO: Department of Public1Works and Planning, Attn: Steven E. White, Director
Development Services, Attn: William M. Kettler, Division Manager
Development Services, Senior Planner, Attn: Marianne Mollring
Development Services, Principal Planner, Attn: Chris Motta
Development Services, Policy Planning, ALCC, Attn: Mohammad Khorsand
Development Services, Water/Geology/Natural Resources, Attn: Jennifer Parks
Development Services, Zoning & Permit Review, Attn: Tawanda Mtunga
Development Services, Site Plan Review, Attn: Hector Luna
Development Services, Building & Safety/Plan Check, Attn: Chuck Jonas
Development Engineering, Attn: Jennifer Parks, Grading/Mapping
Road Maintenance and Operations, Attn: Randy Ishii/Frank Daniele/Nadia Lopez
Design Division, Transportation Planning, Attn: Dale Siemer/Harpreet Kooner
Department of Public Health, Environmental Health Division, Attn: Glenn
Allen/Janet Gardner
Agricultural Commissioner, Attn: Les Wright (M/S 1)
U.S. Department of Interior, Fish & Wildlife Service, Attn: Patricia Cole
CA Department of Fish and Wildlife, Attn: Steve Hulbert
CA Regional Water Quality Control Board, Attn:
Centralvalleyfresno@waterboards.ca.gov
State Water Resources Control Board, Division of Drinking Water, Attn: Jose
Robeldo
Table Mountain Rancheria, Attn: Robert Pennell
Dumna Wo Wah Tribal Government, Attn: Robert Ledger, Tribal Chairman
Santa Rosa Rancheria Tachi Yokut Tribe, Attn: Shana Powers
San Joaquin Valley Unified Air Pollution Control District (PIC-CEQA Division)
Fresno County Fire Protection District, Attn: Chris Christoperson

FROM: Ejaz Ahmad, Planner~
Development Services\bt;~on

SUBJECT: Classified Conditional Use Permit (CUP) Application No. 3589; Initial Study
Application No. 7349

APPLICANT: Randy Delerio

DUE DATE: September 5,2017

The Department of Public Works and Planning, Development Services Division is reviewing the
subject applications proposing to allow a commercial coach to be used as an office for sale of
agricultural fertilizers together with the existing use on two contiguous parcels totaling 11.08
acres in the AE-20 (Exclusive Agricultural, 20-acre minimum parcel size) Zone District.

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DIVISION
2220 Tulare Street, Sixth Floor f Fresno. California 93721 f Phone (559) 600-4497 f 600-4022 f 600-4540 f FAX 600-4200

The County of Fresno is an Equal Employment Opportunity Employer



The Department is also reviewing for environmental effects, as mandated by the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and for conformity with plans and policies of the County.

Based upon this review, a determination will be made regarding conditions to be imposed on the
project, including necessary on-site and off-site improvements.

We must have your comments by September 5, 2017. Any comments received after this date
may not be used.

Please address any correspondence or questions related to environmental and/or policy/design
issues to me, Ejaz Ahmad, Planner, Development Services Division, Fresno County Department
of Public Works and Planning, 2220 Tulare Street, Sixth Floor, Fresno, CA 93721, or call (559)
600-4204 or email eahmad@co.fresno.ca.us.

Activity Code (lnterna/ Review): 2381

EA:
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) Dat~Receive9: 07 )'2-11 }.:r
Fresno County Department of Public Wqrks and PlanniJ;l9

MAILING ADDRESS: LOCATION: fAppll<>t1onNo.)

Department ofPublic Works and Planning S'outhwestcorner of Tulare & "Mil Sireets, Suite A
Development Services Division Streetlevel
2220TulareSt., 6

th
Floor Fresno Phone:. (SS9} 600-4497

Fresf!.o, Ca. 93721 Toll Free: 1-800-742-1011 Ext,O·4497

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED USE OR REQUEST:AP~icATION FOR:

/8' Pre-Application (rype) 'YD. -=b'l:t.00
o AmendmenLApplication 0 Director Review and Approval

o AmendmenrtoText 0 for Zod Residence

.~ditiOnallJ$epe~ 0 Determination ofMerger

o Variance .(Class }/Minor Variance 0 Agreements

o Site Plan Review~Occupancy Permit 0 ALCC/RLCC

o NoShooUDogLeashLawBoundary 0 other:----,--------o General Plan AmendmenUSpecific Plan/SPAmendment)

o Time Extension for -----:.-A---------------'--
CEQADOCUMENTATION: Initial Study 0 PER 0 NIA

PLEASE USEFIll-'IN FORM 0 PRINT IN BLACK INK. Answer all questions completely. Attach reqUired site plans, forms, statements,
and deeds as specified on the Pre-Application Review. Attach Copy of Deed, including Legal Description.

LOCATION OF PROPERTY: •,}Jest .. side of_l±19h\AXA~I--",?;...3",-.--;--.---. ~;:-- _

S/\t;J CPnt.V( () 12.. .. 8hP--W. and. .. tb~~M?~
. Streeta.ddress: '2;1SD35 W. Sbgw AvL 2tiiR£\4io"ti\ .~,p)2I.dY::O

APN: 0\'2.- oC]t,4!'0S'&-Lt<li;Lrarcelsize: 1- Clc.., Section(s}~Twp/Rg: Sf~IIS;ljpT ..J.:25/Ri::LE

ADDITIONAL APN(S): __---,;;......--rr------=--------------------..,...-..,...-----~--

II (signature), declare that I amthe owner, or authorized representative ofthe owner, of
the ovedesc ed prope t and that the application and attached documents are in all respects true and correct 10 the best of my
kr:owlt:dg~. Th f. regoingclecl.arat~.xaade under penalty ofperjury.

~tiPj1inllg,;J~.vm5./~l.lf> 1'Ol0 \No HeYlto Ave-, t-Ye.sVlD ,Q'37 /I I 53:1 CJCtq 5SQCZ
I~ner{ • torType) ... . Address . . . . City . Zip Phone

j<.ahfiJi~k.tlt:t l~b 12eset~l.1L.: t3Pio It] 7 'N.N{)t¥-- Avt-,~, g3lc4Q SS:) £65 ~"';?{)D
Applicant { t or Type) ... Address . •..• t:ity Zip Phone

'\ \0 AvL lo () 554 qq-q5'lCf
City Phone'

CONTACT EMAIL:

OFFICE USE ONLY (PRlNT FORM ON GREEN PAPER} (JP

Application Type! No.: aupBfi81 Fee: $ t+, !SC/(. ....-
Application Type I No.: fh!..-ikfjh.~- F.ee: $ - Zsf7. tv
Application Type I No.: rr Fee: $
Application Type I No.: Fee: $ ,d

PER/Initial Study No.: :J:S 7?4-Gf Fee: $ g /101. -
Ag Department Review: Fee: $ all. o!!-
Health Department Review: Fee: $' :r.4z. P.!
Received By: Q-z..... Invoice No.: TOTAL: $ q/!;(}g, '!!-

UTILITIES AVAILABLE:

. WATER: YesW NoD

Agency:_r jte.\?C\ 4jhJ:4=>])eLf76
SEWER: Yes 0/ NoD

Agency:------------

Sect-Twp/Rg: __ - T__S/R__ E
APN1f _ - __

APNIt _ - __

APNII _ - __
APNII _&=-2-0

11'12 £; e:tC1YS

Related Application(s): _

Zone District:. ~=-~::::..l._~ _
Parcel Size:

STAFF DETERMINATION: This permit is sought under Ordinance Section:

G:\43600ov,&P1n\PROJSEC\PROJOOCS\l'EMPLATES\PW,ndPI,nnlngAppJlc,UonF-SRv,d·201S0G01.doCOl

_____._. __ _._.......... . _ _ ._..(P..RfN.T FORM ON.GRfEN PAPER)



Division

6~rl n,; le.1'Cl"-~tV\,. G:Y ~1...JA J.cS~Aj . co v-...
Development . u 'tJ -y /-

". . . Pre plication Review
Servi.ces .

Departnr§6 .pf,-

NUMBER:
APPLICANT: s-

. PHONE: (£5:1) 0$"5-4<'01

PROPERTY.LOCA TlON:.· ~0 35 ·.Iltt S~ Ave..-
APN:. (itt - DC{ I - q7S q(,$ ALCc:No~Yes# •..• ..•. VIOLATION NO,
CNEL: NOA Yes__.(level) LOW WAT~R:No )< Yes__ WITHIN %MILEPFClTY: No X . Yes,."..----,-__
ZONE DISTRICT: Ae""W ; SRA: No~Yes HOMESITE DECLARATION REQ'D.: No X Yes_
LOT STATUS:

Zoning: () Conforms; (><) Legal Non-Conforming/ot; ( ) Deed Review Req'd (see Form #236)
Merger: Maybe subject to merger:No X Yes_. ZM# Initiated In process --
Map Act: ( ) Lot ofRec., Map;. ( ) On '7{.ro//s; ( fOther ; ( ) Deeds Req'd(see Form #236)

SCHOOL FEES: No_ Yes..2S.D/STRICT: .~\..c."'o..<tdk-~ Qd;P;::} PERMIT JACKET: No YesX
FMFCD FEE AREA: (><I. Outside () DistrictNo.: FLOOD PRONE: No Yes
PROPOSA • (J li-o O..X\QW CO~' \Gv (»-() -b O<.S ~k;;-
sM~ '{"rCA) ( t-ux- ~

GENERAL PLAN POL/CIES: PROCEDURES AND FEES:,
LAND l.JSE DESIGNATION: ,AG/?{t:.-()&Tl/@ ( )GPA: --"-__ ( )'WNOR VA:.,.......,,--=-::::><=--:=-:,,-
COMMUNITY PLAN: ( )Ak ( v[lj.D: . Jf .Cf5Jj. .o~
REGIONAL PLAN: bZJCUP: tff/361.. fI.!-. ( v1AG COMM:fJLCfz> . ()'~
SPECIFIC PLAN: ( JDRA: ( )~C· ~~:-:--.".,.,
SPECIAL POLICIES: ( )VA: ( v@jJPER*: $ 0112(, '!--
SPHERE OF INFLUENCE: ( )AT: ( )Viol. (35%): _
ANNEXREFERRAL (LU-G17/MOU):__-,--__ ( )TT: ( )Other:__.......-::-:-:-::=-:,...",-_

Filing Fee: $ --- $ 2-fl-'1- ry;;
COMMENTS: Pre-ApplicatlonFee: , '1147.00

Total countyFiling Fee: 1!fQ/ia. pi .

PLU# 113 Fee: $247.00
Note: This fee wi/{ apply to the applicati.on fee
if the application is submittedwithin six (6)
months of the date on this receipt.

FILING REQUIREMENTS: OTHER FILlNGFEES:

( v{Landuse Applications andFees ( ) Archaeologica/lnventoryFee: $75 at time of filing
(0.y,. his Pre-Application ReView. form ~Separatecheck to Southern San Joaquin Valley Info. Center)
(.v[;CopyofDeedILegaIDescription (V] CA Dept. ofFish & Wildlife (DFW):($50) ($50+$2,792.25j $50+$2;010.25)
( ;..J("Photographs (Separate check to Fresno County Clerkfor pass-thru to DFW.
( vr-Letter Verifying Deed Review Must be paidprior to IS closure and prior to setting hearing date.)
( v J/ IS Application and Fees* * Upon review ofproject materials, an Initial Study (IS) with fees may be required.
(/)$itePlans· 4 copies (folded. to 8.5 rrx11 rr

) + 1 - 8.5"x11" reduction
(./rFloor Plan & Elevations - 4 copies (folded to 8.5"X11") + 1 - 8.5"x11" reduction
( /'Project DescriptionfOperational Statement (Typed) ...----------------
( ) Statement of Variance Findings
( ) Statement of Intended Vse (ALCC)
( ) Dependency Relationship Statement
( ) Resolution/Letter ofRelease from City of -------

~~t)NE~WJ,R~ij;!r:ATE: p6pl!lr
NOTE: THE FOLLOWING REQU/REMEN];S MAY ALSO APPLY:
( ) COVENANT (vj.§.ITE PLANREVIEW
( ) MAP CERTIFICATE (vrJ3UILDING PLANS
( ) PARCEL MAP (0 BUILDING PERMITS
( ) FINAL MAP ( J J!VASTE FACILITIES PERMIT
( ) FMFCD FEES (vrSCHOOL FEES
( ) ALUC or ALCC ( ) OTHER (see reverse side)
Rev 9/2512015 G:\4360Devs&Pln\FORMS\F226 Pre-Application Review.doc



E

N

0.45

GJ

0.3

S
fI!IIIIII N.'r ; Miles

'" 0.6o

SUBJECT
PROPERTY

LOCATION MAP

I
BR0WNING

(;)
<!l
!!!
Q

~o

I "" TK~--------------

-------+-I--GET-PfSB1:lRG '\,

Prepared by: County cjf Fresno Department of Public Works and Plani'liQg

CUP 3589

~
<!'z

"/;:A
..,,~

~

--SAN.J0SE~' -SAN-.J0SE



Agricultural PreseiVe
Parcel Map No. 2532 - Bk. 20, Pg.81
Record of SUiVey - Bk. 49, Pg. 8

SUBDIVIDED LAND & POR. SEC. 14, SEC'S. 15 & 16, T.13S., R.14E., MD.B.& M.

1"=800'

012-09

t

H..o

Tax Rate Area
91-013

3836.75'

AP-5117
I32l

37.63Ac.

,llll

1917.39'

S.E. COR.OF N.E. 1/.
OFS.W. 1M. SEC. IS

AP-1745

631s
129i'OAc.

AP-3518

6ils
39nAc.

©

<?5

1812.22'
tiIl2.lJ5'

Ap-3518

;.. 60ls I"~19":fsAc. :::!
~ a

'1 30 ' 662.00'

I", 29S

!i§17~AC'

W. ASHLAN

il~It:!

16J15/ 60'
2iJ22

1332.26'

f3
'"ill

~

'"~

1332 2$'

5330.71'
3907.9.'

AP-3518

0s
40AOAc.

159!.97'

AP-3518

@s
,:", 24.31Ac.

<:;;;:..."Ii.
/'

1116.68'- I 1330.81'

W. SHAW l I

AP-l069

(9)s
409"':ioAc.

I

(Q.8J II

·NOTE·
This map is fur Assessment purposes only.
It Is not to be construed as portraying legal
ownorshlp or divisions of land for purposes

of zoning or subdivision. law.

91612016

Assessor's Map Bk.012 - Pg.09
County of Fresno, Calif.

Note - Assessor's Block Numbers Shown In Ellipses 0
Assessor~ Parcel Numbors Shown in Circles



cMP%81
RECEIVED

COUIITY Of fRESrlO

AUG 17 2017
DEPARTMENT fJ< PUBLIC WORKS

MID PLAW/ING
DEVELOPMEllT SERVICES DIYlSIOIl

High Desert Ag., Inc.
36197 W. North Ave
Mendota CA 93640

Office: 559-655·6800

Fax: 559-655·6808

Operational Statement

35035 W. Shaw Ave., Mendota CA

High Desert Ag., Inc. (HDA) is an agricultural retailer, dealing in agricultural chemicals and fertilizer sales

to local farmers and ranchers. HDA is a California corporation operated by President, Randy Delerio,

who has been in business for 30 years and would like to move to a new location, closer to the city of

Firebaugh, CA.

HDA plans on operating year around. Normal operating hours are from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Monday

through Friday.

HDA plans on having approximately 8 employees. Some employees will be working off-site, but all will

be based out of the proposed site. Adequate on-site parking exists for employees. Adequate on-site

visitor parking exists. Goods sold on-site are limited and are primarily delivered to the customers farms

or rancn. It is anticipated that there will be an average of 0 to 3 visitors to the site daily.

HDA has 4 delivery vehicles. There are three i-ton trucks and one GMC 6500 truck. Approximately 3to 6

outgoing deliveries will occur on a daily basis. Incoming deliveries occur 1 to 2 times per month. Pre·

packaged and bulk products will arrive by truck. All products other than bulk products delivered are

prepackaged. All goods are manufactured or produced off-site by outside vendors.

The only new construction proposed at this time will be a 200,000 gallon tank farm for liquid agricultural

fertilizers as indicated on the site plan and the installation of a commercial coach for office use. The

tanks within the tank farm will have an elevation of approximately 35 feet tall. The tank farm will

provide adequate containment should any spill event occur. In the future there are plans for a 10,000

gallon fuel tank, 500 gallon propane tank and future scale.

Equipment to be utilized on-site are liquid storage tanks within the proposed tank farm and typical

warehousing equipment such as forklifts and other loading equipment. HDA will maintain and store a

number of mobile tanks and equipment which are used for the off-site application of fertilizer. The site

plan indicates the proposed equipment storage area.

On-site operations will not cause any noise, glare, dust or odor other than what is customary for

agriculture which is consistent with the zoning and use for the surrounding area. Outdoor lighting is

sufficient for operation and existing fixtures are located throughout the facility as indicated on the site

1



plan provided. No new landscaping is proposed at this time. A new sign will be needed. The size and

location have not yet been determined, but signage will meet property development standards.

Human waste or sewage is disposed of in individual on-site septic systems. No waste water other than
domestic sewage will be produced. Water is provided by the city of Firebaugh, CA. Bottled water will be

used by employees for human consumption. The only other waste generated is typical solid waste of an

office use which is picked up by a private hauler.

The site is developed and in need of a tenant. The location is ideal for a farm related business. High
Desert Ag, Inc. will be a compatible neighbor and will utilize the facility in a manner that will make it a

vibrant and useful asset to the area, the local economy and the community.

2



73!f:1 .

?q(j~ .

A.••.pplkat.io.nRec'.d..: . J.~Att Z. II "Zf!

'_,,"iI"!i''ihr or .ofFresnoRECEIVED
COUlITY OF FRESflO

,. '."

INSTRUCTIOlVS

An~w~f"alilluestionsc01npletely... An' incompletefornlmay delayprocessiltg(}j
yourapplieation'iU~e {ld4iti~nalpaperi.fnecessary.andattach .aJlYSupple11l(!lltal
informationto tltis!ol'm.Attaclz.' an'operatio~alstatementifapPl'opria~e'f'lzis
application willbedistributed to severalagencies andpersons to detel'minetlte
potentialenyirqnmentateffects ofyo,urproposal.Please complete tltefGl'm in (l

legible and reproducible manner (i.e.,· USEBLACK[NIt OR TYPE).

-3. Representative: -----:- ----:-~2..-.:-..:--_1~/101n.e,Il!(jrx:- - __------

Mailing
,'. Addl'ess:_...;,--:-><;-:----;- - ------"......... --- ----,...;,--,....,...".....,,.....,,,,,,......... ----

Street City State/Zip

4. ProposedProject:, 0>iM.vwXt-l&·eeqtcb iObeu.&eda~M CJ fGfLL

~~~W;C:~~:~~bZ~:~
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DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DIVISION
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The County of Fresno is an Equal Employment Opportunily Employer



10. Land Conservation Contract No. (Ifapplicable): _

11. What other agencies willyou need to get permits or authorizationfrom:

___ LAFCo (annexation or extension ofservices) __
CALTRANS
Division ofAeronautics
Water Quality Control Board
Other _

SJVUAPCD (Air Pollution COlltrol District)
Reclamation Board
Department ofEnergy
Airport Land Use Commission

12. Will the project utilize Federalfunds or require other Federal authorizatiolZ?ubject to theprovisions of
the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of1969? __ Yes _V_ No

Ifso, please provide a copy ofall related grant andlol'funding documents, related information and
el'(vil'{;mmental review requirements.

14. , Exlsti;1.g Ge'nerdipian Land Use DesignationI
:

13. Existing Zone Districl:__-,-A..l..!E"",--~2..=o:-----;.A6ri-.!J,'g-~'(""",.d:lll1v.L!l~~~,,.:::..,....:..=_'ZO~::..:Kl-=_.::.et.;;..~_:h1-'--'--='e.t"=--.:..- __

,A8YlfM.l+tAA1x..Q .:'
ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION

15. Present land use:, ~_--'-_ _;_,,_---,....,----,---___,--___.____,--'---_:___;_----:__-____:_
Describe ej:fstinjfphysical improvemiizts inclUding bUilding~;wat'er (we!ls).' ml(l.sewagefacilities, roads,
and lighting. Include a site plan or map sJ~l?wingthese improvements~'

sHoe> ' iA'l!t~1)<kS}B\;,;UJ:bi ~;.':\ /:;;"L' ,,:"

Describe the major vegetative cove,.:,__--'nL.L:'O!:!..!..JI1..L-=~ _

Any perennial or intermittent water courses? Ijso, show on map:,__..!.n~D=-- _

\'

t, •

16. Describe surrounding land uses (e.g., ,t~mmercial, agricultural, residential, school, etc.):

West: _

2



17. .' What land.users) iiJzme lirea may be impacted by yourProj~et2:__. h~·L..~::..:1AJL..::....::.._._. ---,-_

1K What land users) in the area may impactyaU1·pl'aject?:,____..-f\b,-\<,.J.tl,.L...·~¥..·•. ::::·.·.::::.·",,'"-_--,- '-;-__._--------

19. Transpartatian~~ :. ..,.' ','

NOTE: The infarnzalianbelawwillbeJfse.d/ndeterminingtratficimpactsfromtllis project. The data
may a!sos!iowjlle need[orahTra[fic Impact Study (TIS) [or tlte project.

A. Will additional dJ'iveways[romllfepJ'oposedproject sitebenecessary to access publicroads?
Yes x: No

4~

B. Daily tra[ficgenel'qtian:

I.
...::.;,::t·,·~., ,'",,',~ ,r-i .':', ,.; \:~(\

J1esiilential-Number a[Units
.,f-,ot~~z.t!: ,.,

Siitgle Family
.,?:4paNments

·.... ~ql1t11Jf!.tcjiJ.l-~l~rtjz,er of.lJi1!ployees
. Numb!!J'a[Sdlesmen " . .

NumlJex afD:.eliveJyT,nlfl!cS, '.:;:.::'
~ ·'>·_:';'-:·~'i, -,<'> ",>~. ,,} . ',,,<. _. ~ ~.<>;,,:,~.~. ',~, ' _.;

Total Squai'e FoptageofBiiilifin.'g 12qh"._,,

'1iI. Describe arulquantify other traffic generation activities: __........,..------,---

j •

20. Describe any source(s) o[noisefr0m.yourproject thatmay ajfecOhesurroundingarea: M~'"
", /

21. Describeany saurce(s) ofnoise iJztlUJ area that may a[[ectyourproject:' -h.V~-

22. Describe tlzeprobablesource(s) o[airpollution[romyourprojeet: -----'-I"U)=·..:...~__.__. __" __..---

23. Proposed SOllrce ofwater:
( ) J!rivate well
("1 community system3-name:

3



35.

24. Anticipated volume a/water to be llsed (gallons pel' dayl:----1--..::::....~S-::........:..D--=®7-l"""'6JJ~-Jf-{....,rhtJ-='-'-f---

25. Proj!Psed method ofliquid waste disposal:
M septic system/individual
( ) community systel1l-1iaine

26. Estimated volume ofliquid waste (gallons pel' dayi: -'25m~L!.L--==itJ~eJ~/..::::.o..:..M~.s=-II-I...J.d4(j~.=f-----

27. Anticipated type(s) ofliquid waste: ---*t1piuJ do~1ie-~

28. Anticipated type(s) 'ofhazardous waste?: .::...rto-=-vu- ~ _

29. Anticipated volume ofhazardous waste?: ---'L-uo,-,=-=:....~. _

30. Proposed method ofhazardous waste disposaf:__---'h4~f_lAt:..L----------------

31. Anticipated type(s) ofsolid waste:__...,1(jh-+¥...:Utu:..::-_(__()....::M-=--·_.c.,..e...-"-__w_m-:::..'-:L-=:-- _

32. Anticipated amount ofsolid waste (tons or cubic yards per day):__...:7-=-7f)--f.::.;ds=--If~w-u.J::.::..::=.. _

.33. Anticipated amount ofwaste that will be recycled (tons or cubic yards per day): I~ d§:../ht7J..rtJi-..

34. Proposed method ofsolid waste disPosal:_~pF--=-Y1~·...:!.Vi~?Pbe.:::.L..;.:!I<:::...-.tQ-!.M..:..=·.::..cf~\;t:.-tt=I=:='t:J:.:=.j--'j)c:...::i.s!.f?O=,=S&--"~)r-. _

Fire protection distl'ict(s) serving tids area: __-/-he&-iLJooc;..L:h~l>=--~OJ~~a.4;;:::-:'_-=I-. _

36. Has a previous application been processed Oil this site? lfso, list title ami date: no"

37. Do you have any underground storage tanks (except septic tanks)? Yes No V

38. Ifyes, are they currently in use? Yes No ..--

1Refer to Development Services Conference Checklist
2For assistance, cO!1.tac.t.E.nyironmental Health System, (559) 600-3357
3For County ServiceArlui1di''Waterworks Districts, contact tlte Resources Division, (559) 600-4259

(Revisetl512/16)
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NOTICE AND ACIOVOWLEDGMENT

INDEMNIFICATIONANDDEFENSE

.TlleBolfrdofSupervls{)rs ·/lasadopted a policy that applicants ·slzould>lJe ·.. 11lade mvare .tltattheYl1zay be
respqllsibleforparticig(lting .. in ..tlte·defellfeoftlze(]ollnly... in tlze·evellt a .. lawsllitisfileciresll]tillgjrom the
(J0unty's, at;tiOIl011yourproject. ··.You may be.requiredtoellter illtQaJZ agreemellUoillc!el1llzifywllf defend

. tlzeCoulltYifltappearslikely that litigatio/zcQuldresultfr011l the COlmty'sactiQIl. TheagreemeJlt would

.. reqllire tltatyqu deposit an appropriate security Upollllotice that a lawsuit has beellfiled. Illtlzeevent that
youfaii to complywitlztlzeprovisiolls ofthe agreement, the County mayrescbzd itsapP1'.ovaloftizeproject.

STATE FISHAND WILDLIFE FEE
, . ','" ',<" .,,:<,' : ,"" -, --- ',,'-',' "

.. State law requirestlzat specified fees (effective .January 1,2017: $3,078.25formzEIRj $2,216.25for a
(Mitigated/Negative Declaration) bepaldto the Califomia Department ofFiskaJzd Wildlife. (CDFW) for
projects wlzichmustlJe reviewedfor potential adverse effect on. wildlife resources. The.COll/zty is requil'ed
to collect tltefees on behalfofCDFW. A·$50.001zandlingfee will alwbe cJzarge(lJas providedfor in the
legislatioll,to defray aportion oftile County's costsfor collecting tlzefees.

TlzefolloJlJingproj~ctsare exemptfronltltefe~s:

Ai{projects.statutorily.exemptfrom.thejJiov}siQlls·ofCEQA.·(CalifomiaEnvironmenta!Quality Act).

2. .All projectscategorfcallyexempt by regulations oftlze Secretary. ofResources (State ofCalifornia)
from. the requir(!.l1feizt to prepare enviromlzentaldocll/nents.

. . :. ," ..... : -

Afeeexel1zptioll maybe issued by CDFWfqr eligible projects determined by tltatagency to !lave "Ila

effect.olt .wUdlife."Tlzatdeterminatioll·mustbe provided in advallceIrom··CDFGto. tlti:County at the
requc;st of tlte appliCailt. You may wish to call the local office ofCDFG 'at (559) 222-}761ifyoll need
morebiformation.

Upon completion .ofthe Initial Study you wi/the notified oftlte applicablefee.Payme/~tofthe fee will be
.required before your project will beIorwarded to the project analyst for Scll~dulingof any required
hearings alldfillatprocessillg. Tlzefee will be refunded iftlte project slzouldbe delliedby theCollllty.

DOCUMENT]
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